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YOU STILL 
HAVEN’T 
MANAGED 
TO FIND 
RIKKA-SAN?P 


I DO GET THE 
OCCASIONAL EYE- 
WITNESS REPORT, 

BUT NEVER ANYTHING 
DEFINITIVE ENOUGH 
TO PINPOINT A 
LOCATION. 





I’VE 
INSTRUCTED 
ALL OF THE 
YSKAI AND 
AYAKASHI IN THE 


”” BUT EVEN 
NOTIFY ME 
IF THEY DO Tate 





FIND HER, THAT 
DOESN’T MEAN «SEE HER. 
I’LL GET THE 
REPORT IN 
A TIMELY 















































ALREADY 
HALFWAY 
THROUGH 
JULY. 


IT’S BEEN 
ALMOST A 
YEAR SINCE 
SHE DISAP- 
PEARED. 











MANNER. 
























































YOU AND 
RIKKA-SAN 
WERE RELATIVELY 
CLOSE, WEREN’T 
YOUP 











SUSPECT 
THAT SHE’S 
CONSTANTLY 
ON THE MOVE, 
CHOOSING 
LOCATIONS 
OF COURSE, THAT DON’T 
THINGS WOULD HAVE MANY 
BE DIFFERENT IF SPECTRES. 
SHE WOULD DO 
US THE FAVOR 
OF STAYING IN 
ONE PLACE FOR 
FA WHILE. 











I REMEMBER 
Al CONVER- 
SATION WE 
HAD WHEN 

SHE WAS 

STAYING AT 
THE MANOR 

WITH ME. 
















KOTOKO- 





LET ME THINK, 

=f YOU COULD TRY 
| sgasuuni TO SCARE ME 
7 “pK aei| WITH A HOT CUP 





THERE’S 




















WHAT I’M 

SAYING |S, WHEN 

SOMEONE'S ASKING 
YOU A SERIOUS 































QUESTION, DON’T : 

TRY AND DISTRACT an 
AND DON'T THEM WITH COULD YOU 
JUMP RIGHT ANCIENT RAKUGO POSSIBLY 


HAVE WITH 


hou MY WITTY 


PUNCHLINE., 


YOU'RE 
SPOILING THE 
ENDING, 


REFERENCES, 
























KNOW A LOT 






OF GIRLS WHO THERE ARE 
ARE SCARED NO SPOILERS 
OF SPIDERS. IN ANCIENT 

BESIDES, 1 RAKUGO. 
W} CAN'T THINK OF 
ANYTHING I'M 
| AFRAID OF 








I HAD A 























CONSULTATION WITH 
A Heal hen We 
I MEAN, SURE, OTHER DAY. I DIDN'T 
IT HAD LONG LEGS, FIND ANYTHING 
BUT A SIMPLE FIST PARTICULARLY 
TO THE FACE WOULD FRIGHTENING 
HAVE EASILY SPLIT ABOUT IT. 





ITS HEAD IN TWO, 


























= 
IF I WERE saY THEN WHAT 
ABOUT 
SNAKES? 


Ss 


SCARED OF BUGS, > 
I WOULDN'T BE ye 
ABLE TO GO TO 
THE MOUNTAINS Wierooue 
OR ABANDONED Le hecn as 

[\ BUILDINGS WHERE De 

\ MOST YOKAl , ie: 


OLD HAT. 


Mi 








THEN ARE 
YOU AFRAID OF 
KURO HATING 


HE DOES 


a oe OH, RIGHT, 


HE ALREADY 
HATES YOU, 


whe AND IN ANY 
A CASE, ANY 
SO I TAKE IT LONG-TERM 
YOU'RE NOT RELATIONSHIP 
SCARED THAT IT’S I§ GOING TO 
HE'LL DUMP {|| NOTHING HAVE ITS UPS 
1, YOU, EITHER, Mi ae TOBE —_ AND DOWNS, 
OH, RIGHT, HE Pa] 
PRACTICALLY 
ALREADY HAS. 








DON’T YOU 
THINK YOU'RE 
STARTING TO 


BESIDES, 
IF THAT 
DOES HAPPEN, 
THERE ARE 
ANY NUMBER 
OF WAYS TO 
RESOLVE THE 








SOUND LIKE A 
STALKER? 











HOW DARE 
YOU SLANDER 
ME LIKE THAT 
WHEN YOU'RE 
LIVING IN MY 
HOUSE RENT- 
FREE? 






























YOUR 












AND HOW PARENTS 
DARE YOU POSSIBLY SEE UK ME, 
TALK THAT WAY _ \ INA SKELETON- ete 
ABOUT YOUR WOMAN LIKE 
BOYFRIEND’S 
BELOVED 
COUSIN? 
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\ Ve 
THE POINT IS, / 
I KNOW THAT V7, 
NOTHING GOOD 
WILL COME OF / 
TELLING YOU WHAT 
I’M AFRAID OF 


f 

f 

7 
A\\ 





YOU SCARE 
ME MORE 
THAN ANY- 
THING. 


KOTOKO- 
SAN. 


EXCUSE ME/ 
IF YOU WERE , 
FOLLOWING THE ew a : 
WHOLE CONVERSA- (im “Nara RIKKA-SAN 
TION, I BELIEVE : MUST REALLY 
THAT LAST BIT WAS fim 7 HATE YOU. 
ANEXPRESSION ji } 
OF HER POSITIVE 
OPINION 
OF MEP 





Ceo 
209 9 59 00? 


I WONDER 
WHAT SHE’S 
UP TO. 
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IS SOME- ¢ " 

THING THE |7//1 
_\ MATTERP £4 
Te [At 


































































./ I FORGOT \: 
i’ TO TAKE THE \- 
TAPE OFF 
4A COF APART- 
1 MENT 305/S 













































THAT’S 
ALL RIGHT. 
I NEVER 
GET MAIL 
ANYWAY. 












YOU'VE 
BEEN HERE 
A WHOLE 
WEEK, TOO. 
I’M SORRY 
I DIDN’T 
REALIZE. 


KAZUYUKI KONNO 
WEB DESIGNER 
AND APARTMENT 
MANAGER 















































ARE YOU 
THE NEW 
TENANT? 





























YOUR THIS IS 
BOYFRIEND MY GIRL- 
REALLY FRIEND, 
HELPED ME 
OUT WHEN 






HE TOLD I MOVED 
ME WHERE I IN. 
COULD BUY 
SOME NECESSI- 
TIES AND EVEN 


TO GIVE ME 
SOME HAND- 
ME-DOWN 
FURNITURE. 














=f I REALLY 
7 APPRECIATE 
7 ALL YOU 
DID FOR 
ME. 





ARE YOU 

GOING 
YES. SOME- 

WHERE? 











I WASN’T 
EXPECTING 


THAT. I HOPE } 
YOU WIN. } 


BUT SHE 
HAD A KIND 
OF UNUSUAL 
VIBE ABOUT 


DON’T 
TELL ME SHE 
MOVED INTO 
YOU-KNOW- 
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CALL AN 
AMBU- 
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OH, IT’S 
JUST LIKE, 
YOU KNOW, 

IN THOSE 
HISTORICAL 

DRAMAS. 


A. | mi SOMEONE 
HIT BY THE rp 6S Pon .Y, GETS HIT 
WLS: ee Jose WITHA 
= | SWORD, BUT 
a THEY’RE 
FINE. 


















D even Zo Joey \ 
WITHOUT A pgopies | oe re 4 THE BLUNT ¥ 


A JAPANESE 












MAKE A REALLY ; 
GOOD CLUB. IT 
WOULDN'T TAKE 


MUCH FOR JT 









KAZUYUKI, \ 10 SPLIT A 
THE AMBU- A SKULL IM— 







SS ~ 
SK .. 


re ~~ 
“i\ XS 










\ THUD # anyway 


HOSPITAL/ 


OH, 
BOTHER. 
































































































































APARTMENT 
IS CURSED/ 

































































































































































I MANAGE 
THIS 
APARTMENT 
COMPLEX 


ONE OF THE 
UNITS HAS 
HAD THREE 
TENANTS KILL | iesasaseaiiii 
THEMSELVES ee 
IN THE LAST —— 
YEAR. eae 
































IF WE GET A 
FOURTH VICTIM, 
THEN IT’LL HAVE 
A REAL STIGMA. 





UNTIL 
SAKURAGAWA- 
SAN WAS 
APPROVED 
TO MOVE INTO 
APARTMENT 
305. 








I DUNNO, 
IT WAS AN 
ACCIDENT 

THIS TIME. IT 

COULD JUST 
BE A COIN- 
CIDENCE. 


IT’S WHAT 
THEY CALL 
A STIG- 
MATIZED 
PROPERTY. 


EVEN THE 
KIND OF 
PEOPLE WHO 
ACTUALLY 
LOOK FOR 
THESE 
PROPERTIES 
HAVE STARTED 
AVOIDING 
THIS ONE. 


AND IT 
| HAD BEEN 
VACANT 
FOR SOME 
TIME. 











ANYWAY, 
SHOULDN’T 
WE TELL 
SAKURAGAWEA- 
SAN’S 
RELATIVES 
ABOUT THE 
ACCIDENT? 


SHE MOVED IN 
LAST WEEK WITH 
JUST ONE PIECE 

OF LUGGAGE—NO 


FURNITURE, NO 
APPLIANCES, NOT 
EVEN A BLANKET. 


, partment Manager 
il 


teeny {27} 


2h (raat 


LIVES HERE FOR 
CHEAP IN EXCHANGE 
FOR MANAGING 
THE PROPERTY. 


WON’T ANYONE MOVE 
INTO THIS STIGMATIZED 
PROPERTY? I’LL MAKE IT 

CHEAP, AND I DON’T CARE 
ABOUT YOUR PAST. 


TO MY UNCLE 
ABOUT IT 
OVER THE 


HE SAID PHONE. 


SHE DOESN’T 
HAVE A CO- 
alg -4 SIGNER, AND HE 
fo. > | COULDN’T GET IN 
, TOUCH WITH HER 
FAMILY OR ANY 
RELATIVES. 








AND IT’S 
ONLY NATURAL 
FOR A PERSON 
WITH A HISTORY 
TO MOVE INTO AN) F- 
APARTMENT WITH {i 
AHISTORY. 44 










\ fh y : 
7 = 7 ES 
er | : : 
LE _, silane — 
Rito rit rae treet tet 


I COULD p 
TELL FROM™ , 


HER THAT 
SHE HAD A 
HISTORY. 





IT WAS LIKE 
SHE’D RUN 
AWAY FROM 
SOMEWHERE 
AND ONLY 
BROUGHT 
THE BARE 
NECESSITIES 
WITH HER. 









































Us 
court awa WAAL! ss 









ié, : a akot? 4 Wy" 
he @) if 
WITH LESS 
THAN 200 
YARDS TO 
nA | NUMBER 
\r y 10, SALTED 


——~ Figure YEAH. SHE WE HAVE, I GIZZARD, 
| can ar DROPPED SCALLION ll TAKES THE 
i least sev IT ON THE SKEWER HOLD == 


THE SCALLIONS, 
how'she STREET. [ WITH NUMBER 6, 


oo Nw ae // 
CARTILAGE, 
\ ccd y 


NUMBER 
10 SALTED 
ne | = =x we S : Ey 1 SIDESTEPS 
Wt sa . Tl THE CHICKEN 
womens eet, 
SALTED = an crosses 
ANp  GIZZARD! THE FINISH 


CHICKEN 
BREAST 
CARTILAGE ——— 


enon ele 

etecee 

‘ecole 
Petatete’ 
wear 








LET’S SEE, 
A QUINELLAP 
THE RETURN 
ON THAT IS 
13,000 YEN. 











(Total: iki N20 OO 





2b million yon 


Sy 










SE oe 
{4 COME ON! § aN, 
Vz, FIND THE Yi aa ei 
'.@ 


SO, DO YOU 
KNOW WHAT 
SAKURAGAWA- 
SAN DOES, 
OR WHY SHE 
CAME HERE? 


HASN’T 
TOLD 
ME ANY 
DETAILS 










OO 


bull 
Ned 
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y 
















































I’M SORRY 
FOR THE 
TROUBLE I 
CAUSED THIS 
AFTERNOON. 

























































































BECAUSE, 

AS YOU CAN 

SEE, THERE’S || THEY DIS- 
NOTHING CHARGED 
WRONG 
WITH ME. 





4 \\\Y YOU THIS, AS | Y/, 
// }\\\ THANKS FOR || 









SURVIVED 
THAT AC- 
CIDENT/ 

















OH, IT WAS 
NOTHING 
SPECIAL. 





B-BUT YOUR 
WINNINGS! IT’S 
INCREDIBLE! 































































































YOU'RE HERE, 
WHY NOT 
STAY FOR A 













































































































































































































































































































































GOOD 
POINT. IT /S 
MORE FUN 
TO DRINK 
WITH GOOD 
COMPANY. 4%, 







































I DID = 
HEARABOUT ‘eX 
THE THREE i. 
SUICIDES, 
BUT I’M NOT 
TOO WORRIED 
ABOUT IT. 






REALLY? THAT 
ACCIDENT THIS 
AFTERNOON PRAC- 
TICALLY GAVE ME 
A HEART ATTACK— { 
4 WE THOUGHT YOU / 
WERE THE FOURTH 
VICTIM. , 












IT SAVED 
ME SOME 
TROUBLE, 
IN FACT. 











HEARD THINGS 

GOING BUMP IN 

THE NIGHT,OR fF 

SEEN STRANGE ff 

SHADOWS IN THE Ki y 
CORNER OF A) e EXPERIENCE 
YOUR EYEP Aq : ~ BAA AN ag 
: ee) UNUSUAL? 








I HEARD THAT 
THE FIRST MAN 
WHO KILLED 
HIMSELF IN THAT 
APARTMENT SAID 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT A FACE IN 
THE CEILING. 


IT WOULD 
BE QUITE THE 
DELIGHT IF A 
LITTLE THING 


: ESOP | 
LIKE THAT Se ee 
COULD KILL / . 

ME. 


———: 


BESIDES, 
MOST OF 
THE STIGMAS 
3 POETRY : ATTACHED TO 
if THESE PROPER- 
ae ein TIES DON’T HAVE 
WITH THAT ANYTHING TO DO 
RTMENT. WITH CURSES OR 
me : SUPERNATURAL 
ee PHENOMENA. 





MAN IN HIS 
FORTIES. 
THERE 


WAS SOME : IF I 
TROUBLE AT MAY ASK, 
WORK, HE GOT WHY DID THE 
PARANOID, FIRST MAN 
AND AS A COMMIT 

RESULT... SUICIDEP 








CAN: DRAFT 


\ HIS REASON 


| ine ELE 
y IMSELF HAD 
MAKING 
IT MORE AND NOTHING TO 


ACCESSIBLE BECALISE fee alilales 
TO PEOPLE OF HIS ee 
WITH DARK — SLIICIDE, 
HISTORIES. YOU HAD TO 

LOWER THE 


: | RENT ON 
IN THAT CASE, Ae : THE UNIT, 


WOULDN'T THE 
SECOND PERSON 


HAVE HAD A 
REASON TO 
COMMIT SUICIDE, 
AS WELL? 


29 








TO LIVE, SO WORST WAY 


































SHE HAD BEEN \ 

LIVING WITHA THE SECOND 

MAN, AND THEY TENANT WAS 

AFTER WERE EVEN A WOMAN 

THAT, SHE ENGAGED, IN HER LATE 
NEEDED A = BUT THEN HE s TWENTIES. 
NEW JOB DUMPED Z Oy 
AND PLACE ~——HER IN THE 








aauaragt 


SHE CAME POSSIBLE. / 
HERE. AC 


rH 
ae 
Pho 





SHEMADEIA)FRESH me 
| STARTJANDIWEJALL 
’ —_  THOUGHTRTHINGS mm 

SHE DIDN‘T HE weret SOINGIPRE TITY 


LEAVE A NOTE oe 
mt | \ WELL! BUTsTHREE fae 


THE SPIRIT OF 
THE PREVIOUS 
TENANT HAD 
TAKEN HER 
WITH HIM. 





SHE ALREADY 
HAD A REASON 
TO WANT TO KILL 
HERSELF, AND IF 
SHE HAD DONE IT 
RIGHT AFTER THE 
BREAKUP NOBODY 
WOULD HAVE BEEN 
SURPRISED. 


IT DOESN’T 
SOUND LIKE 
ANYTHING 
NOTHING = OUT OF THE 
THAT WOULD ORDINARY. 
REQUIRE 
ANY SUPER- 
NATURAL OR 
PARANORMAL 


SHE HUNG ON 
FOR ANOTHER 
THREE MONTHS, 
BUT SHE JUST 
COULDN’T 
ONE DAY, RECOVER 
ITGOTTO FROMTHE 


BE TOO HEARTBREAK. 


POWERS. |. S=" MUCH, AND 
Y ce | < }| SHE KILLED 
HERSELF. 


BUT THAT 
DOESN'T 
HOLD TRUE 
FOR THE 
THIRD 
TENANT. 


HE WAS 
A PENCIL 
PUSHER, 
ABOUT 30 
YEARS OLD, 
AIND HE 
KILLED 
HIMSELF 
THREE 
MONTHS 
AFTER 
MOVING IN, 
TOO. 


TO TAKE 
HIS OWN 
LIFE. 








HE | 
DIDN'T |} 

ir seemeD SERVE 

SUSPICIOUS, nore 

SO WE HAD grryipe 

Giazelties 

INVESTIGATE 

IT. 


THAT'S WHEN WE 
LEARNED THAT 
HE WAS THE 
EX-BOYFRIEND 
OF THE SECOND 
PERSON TO KILL 
HERSELF IN THAT 
APARTMENT. 
























































THE 
MAN WHO 
BROKE HER 
HEART? 








































































































THE ODDS 
THAT HE 
WOULD JUST 
HAPPEN TO 
MOVE INTO 
THE APART- 
MENT WHERE 
HIS EX- 
GIRLFRIEND 
KILLED 
HERSELF ARE 
PRACTICALLY 
NONEXIS- 
TENT. 


< 


OTHER HAND, 
IT DOESN’T 
SEEM LIKELY 
THAT HE WOULD 
HAVE DONE IT 
ON PURPOSE, 
EITHER. 


7A | 


07; 
MUI 


a’ 
a. 


Maw 
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" 
Ny 


| 



































































IF HE FELT 
ey EVEN THE 
SLIGHTEST 
AT FIRST, GUILT THAT HE 
THE POLICE MIGHT HAVE 
THOUGHT CAUSED HER 
THERE MUST HE’D DEATH, 
BE SOMETHING PROBABLY 
TO IT AND THEY / STAY AS FAR 
AWAY FROM 












. INVESTIGATED. /1 





HERE AS HE a —<s¥ 
COULD. cae 





































END, THEY 
DIDN’T FIND 
ANYTHING 
TO INDICATE 
MURDER, AND 
IT WAS RULED 
AN IMPULSIVE 


ee SGLICIDE. | 





——— BUT IN wet 








AFTER THE 
SECOND 
SUICIDE, 


RUMORS 
STARTED 


GOING AROUND 
THAT THE APART- 
MENT MIGHT 
BE HAUNTED. 


/ 


Al 


























IF IT 


oN DOESN'T 
TLL LET dual \\\ BOTHER 
YOU MOVE . | KS | you, SAKURA- 
OUT ON THE | : I\\ GAWA-SAN, 
} THEN THAT’S 


PLEASE DON’T 
HESITATE TO 
TELL ME IF EVEN 
THE SMALLEST 
THING SEEMS 


TO LIVE IN THAT 
APARTMENT, 
SAKURAGAWA- 











I HEARD 

YOU WEREN’T 

EVEN REALLY 
PREPARED 








BUT IT 

poun iT FOR AMOVE. | AY << 

SEEM LIKE = ee ENS oa 
i YOURE | / = ae 
Ht () HURTING ~~ a 
| 


\ FOR MONEY, 
EITHER. 






























I HAVE A 
COUSIN, THREE 
YEARS YOUNGER 
THAIN ME, AND A 
HORRIBLE GIRL 
HAS HIM IN HER 
EVIL CLUTCHES. 











































BUT THEN I STAYED 
IT LOOKED OPTIMISTIC. 
LIKE THEY I TOLD MYSELF 
WERE I DIDN’T HAVE TO 
ACTUALLY DO ANYTHING— 
GETTING HE WOULD BREAK 
CLOSER. IT OFF WITH HER 










BEFORE LONG. 





Ca ) 
( 


rail 
IP Xe, 
af 
fy “ i 
f i 
i 7g . 
¢ 





I 
ote 
Tg 
ae. -ONSOT 
REALLY _ SOTTO 
JUSTO WORK AND 


HORRIBLE. TRIED TO 
SHE SHOWS _BREAK 
NO SIGNS THEM UP. 





















SS i\me<) IF MY COUSIN 
_N \ a\\ | j : i ee AND I COULD 


HE’D BE ABLE 
TO BREAK 


COMPLETELY. 







I’VE TRIED 
EVERYTHING 













I COULD 
END, Z’‘M THE , THINK OF, 
ONE THAT HAD ° ee ee: BUT THIS 
TO GO INTO Eve 4] HORRIBLE 
HIDING. . ce GIRL 
BLOCKS ME 


\\—4| ATEVERY 


READ 
TOO MUCH f/f 
INTO IT. 


7. HUMAN 

IT’S JUST aay BEINGS? 
THAT THAT f 2 

GIRL IS NOT 


NORMAL. if, 


THIS APARTMENT 
IS THE PERFECT 
PLACE TO SETTLE 
DOWN AND THINK UP 
MY NEXT PLAN, SO 
I RENTED IT AS 
A SORT OF 
TEMPORARY 


CAN'T STAY RES: 


HERE LONG. 
I DON’T WANT 
THAT GIRL 
FINDING ME. 





JUST BE NORMAL 
HUMAN BEINGS, 


TIES WITH HER 

















HAVEN’T 
DONE 
ANYTHING 
ILLEGAL, 
SO YOU 
DON’T HAVE 
TO WORRY 
ABOUT 
THAT. 





































we THEN MY 

COUSIN WILL 
BE FORCED TO 
SUFFER CRUEL 

HEARTBREAK 
AIND MISERY AT 
THE HANDS OF 
THIS GIRL. 














HE JUST 
DOESN'T 
UNDER- 
STAND. 




















I WANT 









VERY MUCH m AH STOP 
ABOUT THIS TO THIS 
COUSIN OF QUICKLY, 


YOURS. BUT... 














SUPPOSED 
TO BE 
































WHAT KIND 
OF A GIRL 
WOULD MAKE 
THAT WOMAN 
CALL HER 
HORRIBLE? 


ACTUALLY 
TOUGH 
COMPETI- 


LIKE, 
EEE ! ttt ens SHE’S 
MAYBE \:::; : ” Vf PRETTIER 
SHE’S AR- s WEARS HER vee °. THAN 
ROGANT, 


ets :| YOUTH LIKE |: : SAKURAB- 
THAT - TOO. | A BADGE OF |:: a GAWB- 
SOUNDS |: te) HONOR. =} af t\. SAN. 
TERRIFY- Jaz: eetetels : a ZN 
ING. 

















SAHKURHGAWA- 
SAN CONTINUED 
TO SHOW NO 
CONCERN WHAT- 
SOEVER FOR THE 


















IKEYOU STIGMA ON HER 
CAN SEE THE APARTMENT. 


FUTURE. 


HELLO, MR. 
I DON’T MANAGER. 
SEE IT, I 

DECIDE IT. 


LET'S NOT Go 

AROUND WITH 
WADS OF MONEY 
HANGING OUT OF | 

OUR POCKETS, /, 
\ KAY? ,S 












































YOU BUY A 
TRIFECTAP 
I BET 
YOU'D 
GET MORE 
MONEY. 














COMPLEX. 





amen? 


IF I’M 
GOING TO 
GET RID OF 

THAT HORRIBLE 
GIRL, I’LL 
WANT TO HAVE 
A LOT OF 
CAPITAL. 


THE OTHER 
TENANTS 
ALL LIKE 

SAKURAGAWA- 

SAN, TOO. 



































BUT SHE’S 


ON THE RUN , EET SHES JUST 
BECAUSE HER ~ {BLESSED WITH 
COUSIN WAS i | EXTREMELY 

TAKEN BY A _ “\ GOOD LUCK. 
ORRIBLE GIRL, | ) 

RIGHT? 








IT’S BEEN : 
ALMOST 
















MONTHS SINCE 
SAKURAF- UNDER AN UA- 
I HOPE GAWA-SAN : LUCKY STAR, IF 
NOTHING MOVED IN. : YOU ASK ME. 
HAPPENS e 


TO HER. 


























































































UP? HUH? 
IT’S THE 
MIDDLE 
OF THE 
NIGHT. 

















































































Bp IT SEEMS 7 
Sec | THAT MY Yo . 
“EE , COUSIN ». icles 
AND THAT \¢ “Unf & j GIZE FOR 
GIRL HAVE mn. THE LATE- 
LEARNED NESS 
MY WHERE- OF THE 
ABOUTS. mee 
SO, I 
KNOW THIS 


IS SUDDEN, 
BUT YOU 
WON'T SEE 
ME AGAIN. 





BUT I 
SUPPOSE MY 
COUSIN AND 

THAT GIRL WILL 
BE PRYING 
YOU A VISIT 








I’D LIKE 
YOU TO 
DISPOSE OF 
EVERYTHING 
I LEFT IN THE 
APARTMENT. 


IT ISN‘T 
MUCH, 
BUT THIS 
SHOULD 
PAY FOR 
YOUR 


ESPECIALLY 
BECAUSE 
MY DISAP- 
PEARANCE 
PEOPLE MIGHT LEAD 
MAY EVEN TO MORE 
SPECULATE UNSAVORY 
THAT, EVEN IF RUMORS 
I DIDN’T DIE ABOUT THE 
INTHE ROOM,  APART- 
YOU/RE TRYING ~— MENT. 
TO HIDE THE 
FACT THAT I 
DID COMMIT 
SUICIDE 
SOMEWHERE. 

















IN THAT 

























ey CASE, SHE 
¢ WILL GIVE 
WONT HAVE YOU A 
TO WORRY PERFECTLY 
ABOUT «ASTO LOGICAL 
RENTING IT WHY THERE EXPLANA- 
OUT IN THE WAS A TION... 
FUTURE. SERIES OF 
SUICIDES IN 
THE APART- 






MENT. 
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EITHER WAY, 














SHE’S ONE 

| STEP AHEAD 

) 1 Bore OF US. SHE 

Lf fi es P a YN AB hr GOT AWAY. 























¥ SORRY TO 
BOTHER 

YOU ON A 
WEEKEND 
MORNING. 

I AM 
KOTOKO 
IWANAGR. 























A SSEELEER ERY 










THANK YOU 
FOR TAKING 






THIS IS RIKKA 








SAKURAGAWPA- 
RIKKA-SEN. SAN’S COUSIN, 
KURS SAKURA- 


GAWAR-SAN. 


“7 \{ EITHER 
HER 






TO SECURE 
THIS FUTURE 
FOR HER- 


HORRIBLE i | een | \ 
Gi RL, oe P (; ( 









IS THERE 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT 
ME THAT 
BOTHERS 
YOUP 





















































































TWO 
DAYS 


NSTINCTS LATER 











THINGS 
WORK OUT 
WITH YOUR 

COUSIN. 













































i 
ij 


Has 
| I 
ih 
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IT’S JUST, 
FROM WHAT 
SAKURAGAWPA- 
SAN TOLD 
ME, IT HAD A 
DIFFERENT 
IMPRESSION 


I DIDN’T 
EXPECT HER 
COUSIN’'S 
GIRLFRIEND 
TO LOOK LIKE 


LITTLE DOLL. 












A DOLL, 
















BESIDES, HE SAYS/ 

IWANAGA I’LL HAVE 

- IS PRETTY | —~)  YOUKNOW 
See Mt | THERE’S 

aie BLOOD IN 


THESE VEINS. 


y/ A\ N 
Uj RK 



















I DON’T 
REMEMBER 
LAMENTING 

ANYTHING, AND 

I DON’T EVEN 




























BUT IT 






KNOW WHAT 
SOUNDS KIND OF WINE 
LIKE AN THAT IS. 
ATTACK ON 
MY MORAL 





CHARACTER. 





THIS 
GIRL I$ 
HORRIBLE. 


THEN 
WOULD 
YOU LIKE 
TO TRY IT 
TONIGHT? 


STILL, RIKKA-SAN SO SHE 
IS LIKE A SNAKE 
/ MOVED INTO A 
WITH A WOMAN'S 
STIGMATIZED 
HEAD. WHY DO 
PROPERTY. THAT 
SO MANY PEOPLE 
SEEM TO LIKE MAY HAVE BEEN 
A BLIND SPOT. 


a oe | YOU JUST 

SOU REED CEE E ene VE 
DO YOU KEEP \‘mman x | 

TAKING YOUR Fa" ( § DISLIKE OF 


COUSIN’S SIDE HER. 
OVER YOUR 
GIRLFRIEND’S? 





























AND AREN’T 
YOU THE ONES 
MAKING IT 
SO SHE HAS 
TO GO INTO 

HIDINGP 


IT JUST 
WOULDN'T 
BE RIGHT. 


SHE 
DIDN’T 
SEEM LIKE 
A BAD 
PERSON. 


IF ANYTHING, 
| RIKKA-SAN 


DID SHE 
SAY ANYTHING 
ABOUT WHAT 
SHE PLANS TO 
DO NEXTP EVEN 
SOMETHING 
VAGUEP 


IS THE ONE 
THAT’S PUT 
US INA 
BIND. 


























IT’S NOT LIKE 


WE/RE TRYING 
TO CATCH HER 
AND EAT HER. 


YOU 
MIGHT SAY 
THAT LETTING 
HER ROAM 
FREE WOULD 
CAUSE SOME 
SOCIETAL 

PROBLEMS. 
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THANK YOU 
ASSISTANCE. 





ALL SHE 
EVER TOLD 
pe aS Tn) 





LOOT 
: $ : Ri ‘ Ars 
K\A 


SHE'D COME | } 
SETTLE DOWN | kc 
AND THINK BY 
OF HER NEXT | R874 
PLAN, BUT I q 
DON’T KNOW 
ANY MORE 


THAN THAT. 
BE BETTER 
i NOT TO TELL 
Ni 


THEM UP 


TEX 


ED 


xe 





VY 
OSX 
XX) 





SHE WON'T ITS SIND HES TH 
=| MAKETHAT | re ‘= TIME BECAUSE 
MISTAKE Av, «Jd = SHE STAYED IN 
= VS ONE PLACE FOR 
SO LONG. 























Lt74 
LEA 
LT LAT 
EER 





ANNOYING. 


\ oug7o7 
we oA 
oppor her ; 
kp leave ANY” 
olues.. 





PLEASE 
CONTACT ME IF 
YOU HAVE YOU REMEMBER 
ANY OTHER ANYTHING ABOUT 


PROBLEMS, RIKKA-SAN. 
THEN YOU’/RE 

WELCOME 
TO CALL ME 

ANYTIME. 

















SHE WILL 
GIVE YOU A 
PERFECTLY / 
LOGICAL 
EXPLANA- 

























OF COURSE. 
YOUR PRESENT 
CONCERN 
IS THIS 
STIGMATIZED 
PROPERTY, 


































































































































































































TROUBLE YOUR- 
SELF OVER IT. 
THERE WERE NEVER 
ANY CURSES, 
NO GHOSTS— 


NOTHING UN- 
THE DEATHS LISUAL HAS EVER 


SHOULD STOP POSSESSED 
AS LONG AS THIS APARTMENT. 
YOU DON’T 
RENT IT TO 
ANYONE WITH 
SUICIDAL 
THOUGHTS. 


KAA 




























THE LOW 
RENT CON- 
TRIBUTED 

TO THE 
SERIES OF 
TRAGEDIES, 






















e\\/ ITWAS NO 
¥ ASERIES OF 
UNFORTUNATE 







THAT’S 
WHAT 















THE FIRST 












SAKURA- SUICIDE 
GAWA- HAPPENED 
SAN WAS THE SECOND FOR OBVIOUS 


BUT THAT SAYING... 


REASONS. 
DOESN’T VICTIM WAS IN 


A WERKENED 


EXPLAIN 
MENTAL STATE, 
bl TOO, SO THERE 
WAS NOTHING 
















UNUSUAL ABOUT 
HER DEATH. 






WHY WOULD 
THE SECOND 
VICTIM’S EX- 

BOYFRIEND GO 

OUT OF HIS WAY 
TO RENT THIS 

APARTMENT AND 
KILL HIMSELF 

THREE MONTHS 

LATER? 


BECHUSE 
THE MAIN 

















e PEOPLE 
WOULD BLAME 
HIM FOR HER 
DEATH, WHETHER 
OR NOT HE WAS 
CHARGED WITH 
ANY CRIME. 


THEY WOULD 
HAVE TURNED THEIR 
BACKS ON HIM. AND 

IT’S LIKELY THAT 
THE FAMILY OF HIS 
FORMER LOVER HAD 
NO SHORTAGE OF 
UNKIND WORDS 
FOR HIM. 


BASED ON THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES, 
WE CAN BE 
CERTAIN THAT THE 
THIS MANPLAYED A 
FACT LARGE PART IN 
WOULD CAUSING HER 
DEAL A DEATH. 
SEVERE 
BLOW TO 
ANYONE WITH 
| A HEART. 



































ALTHOUGH, 
ON THE 
SURFACE, HE MAY 
HAVE CARRIED 
ON ACTING AS 
IF NOTHING WAS 
WRONG. 


IF HIS EX- 
GIRLFRIEND 
KILLED HERSELF 
THREE MONTHS 
AFTER HE SO 
















































































































































































CRUELLY 
REJECTED 
HER... 


Y POSSIBLE THAT HE 
HAD A PERFECTLY 
LEGITIMATE REASON 
FOR CALLING IT OFF 
AND THE WOMAN 
HAD HER OWN 
ASSUMPTIONS THAT 
MADE HER THINK 
HE WAS BEING 























EVEN IF NO 
ONE ARROUND 
1) HIM WAS 
4 ACCUSING HIM 
ae SA 
| HE MIGHT ROM Hl 
1 HAVE FELT PERSPECTIVE, 
LIKE THEY 
WERE. Jf 





BUT 
DOESN’T THAT 
MEAN HE HAS 
MORE REASON 
ITWOULD NOT TO RENT 
JUST MAKE THE APART- 
THE GUILT MENT WHERE 
THAT MUCH SHE KILLED 
WORSE. HERSELF? 


HE HAD TO 
BE SURE THAT IT 
WASN’T HIS FAULT 
SHE DIED—THAT 
THERE WAS 
SOMETHING IN THE 
APARTMENT THAT 
KILLED HER. 






















































































HE’D 
HAVE TO BE 
INCREDIBLY 
HEARTLESS 
TO NOT FEEL 
ANY GUILT. 


LIKE I SAID, 
THE MAN HAD 
TO BE SURE. 



























































AFTER THE 
WOMAN KILLED 
HERSELF, THE 
CONSECUTIVE 
SUICIDES 
TRIGGERED 
RUMORS... 





























we THAT THE WE | 
APARTMENT ‘7S f 











WAS HAUNTED, 
NOP 

























































































SOME 
SUPERNATURAL 
POWER WAS AT 
WORK IN THE 
ROOM, DRIVING 
ITS TENANTS 
TO THEIR 
DEATHS. 





_W THE SERIES 
OF SUICIDES IN 
THAT APARTMENT 
STARTED YEARS 
AGO, THE HAIR OF 
THE DECEASED 
IS BURIED IN THE 



























WALLS AND 
RUMORS ARE CEILING, ETC. 
EASILY EXAG- ETC. 
I DID HEAR GERATED AND 
STORIES BLOWN OUT OF 






LIKE THAT. a PROPORTION. / 


54 














¥Lots of natural lighting 


vy Low rent, no deposit 
reen residential street 


THOUGHT, 
‘IT’S THE 
APART- 

ENT’S 





























M 
‘MAYBE I 
DON’T HAVE artes fs 
TO TAKE THE pERsELE” 7 
BLAME FOR oy 
THIS AFTER 
ALL.” 


HE WANTED \{ 
7O MAKE i 
SURE THERE & 


HE COULD 
BE CERTAIN 
THAT, “THE 
SUICIDE 
WASN’T MY 
FAULT.” 


‘IT WAS 


IT WOULD 
EASE HIS 
GUILT CON- 
SIDERABLY. 








BUT IF HE 


| EXPERIENCED 


IT PERSON- 
ALLY... 


THE MAN IN 
QUESTION 
GOT WIND 
OF THOSE 
RUMORS... 


EVEN IF 
THERE WAS 
ACTUALLY A 
GHOST, HE 
COULDNT 

BE SURE HIS 
FRIENDS AND 
ASSOCIATES 

WOULD 

BELIEVE IT. 





ONCE 
HE WAS 


WOULDN'T SURE...P 
IT BE WORSE 
TO KNOW SUCH 
THINGS REALLY 


EXIST? 


HE WOULD 
HAVE ALSO 
FELT THE 
ACCUSING 
STARES OF 
THE PEOPLE 
AROUND 
HIM. 


DIFFERENT 
PEOPLE ARE 
AFRAID OF 
DIFFERENT 
THINGS. 


AND 
ONCE HE WAS 
SURE THAT THERE 
WAS SOMETHING 
HAUNTING THE 
APARTMENT, HE 
WOULD LEAVE. 


PEOPLE ASSUME 
THAT WHEN SOME- 
THING SPIRITUAL 
IN NATURE IS 
HAUNTING A PLACE, 
IT HAS NO POWER 
yw) OVER THEM ONCE 
THEY LEAVE. 


IN CONTRAST, 
THE GUILT IN HIS 
HEART WOULD 
ALWAYS BE 
WITH HIM—HE 
WOULD NEVER 
ESCAPE IT. 





we L SUSPECT 
HIS GUILT 
SCARED HIM 
MORE THAN 
ANY SPECTRE. 


WHY DID 
HE KILL 
HIMSELF? 


IF HE WAS 
GOING TO LEAVE 
THE APARTMENT 
AS SOON AS HE 
FOUND SOMETHING 
HAUNTING IT, WHAT 
COULD HAVE 
PRESSURED 
HIM INTO 
SUICIDE? 


AND TO 
THIS MAN AT 
THIS TIME, 
AT LEAST... 


XS 

TES 
SS 

SSS SS 





THERE 
WAS 
NOTHING 
HAUNTING 
THE APART- 


MENT. 
HE WAS : ie 
DRIVEN TO |) 
HIS DEATH e/a 
BECAUSE THREE \' ONY : 
MONTHS HAD 
PASSED WITH 
NO SIGN OF 
PARANORMAL 
ACTIVITY. 
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Bisa 
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THE LACK 
OF ANYTHING 
UNUSUAL 
SOLIDIFIED THE 
IDEA IN HIS MIND 
THAT HIS EX- 
GIRLFRIEND’/S 
# DEARTH WASN‘T 
ms CAUSED BY THE 














HE HAD 
CAUSED IT 
HIMSELF. 
























PRACTICALLY 
TRIPPED OVER 
HIMSELF TO 
m7, MOVE INTO THIS 
APARTMENT AND 
FIND A SCAPE- 


BuT INSTEAD CORT 
HE WAS FORCED 
TO ACCEPT THAT 

THERE WAS NO 
SCAPEGOAT TO 
BE FOLIND. 







gwen 442079 8 hog \, 













HIS GUILT 
GREW ALL 
THE LARGER, 
UNTIL HIS HEART 
COULD NO 
LONGER 
ESCAPE IT. 




























THE GUILT 
HE HAD SO 
DESPERATELY 
TRIED TO AVOID 
CAME CRASHING 
DOWN IN FULL 























MIGHT MAKE 
ANYONE 
WISH FOR 


DIDN’T KILL 
HIMSELF 
BECAUSE OF 
SOMETHING 
WEIRD IN 
THE ROOM... 















IT MAY BE 
THAT HE DIDN’T 
LEAVE A NOTE 







EFFORT TO 
SHOW THE OTHER 
PEOPLE IN HIS LIFE 


















BECAUSE HE WAS 
pal apes aa TOO DISTRAUGHT 
SUICIDE BY SOME TO WRITE ONE. 


SUPERNATURAL 
POWER IN THE C(O Lc 
APARTMENT. SSA. 


peste 
anim 





OR MAYBE, 
HE CHOSE TO 
DIE WITHOUT 

A NOTE... 




















‘THERE IS 
SOMETHING 
PARANORMAL 
IN THIS ROOM, 
AND THAT’S WHAT 
KILLED MY Ex- 
GIRLFRIEND.” 


‘IT HAD 
NOTHING 














IT WAS HIS LAST 
STAND—HIS FINAL 
ATTEMPT TO AT 





















LEAST STOP THE OC 
ACCUSATIONS a 
AGAINST HIM AFTER AN 
HIS DEATH. SS 
THAT'S \ \ 
WHAT HE KN ; 
4 
WANTED a N 
PEOPLE TO AWN 










7 De 
oe 
LE 


Sx 
as 


a a 


— > 


ee 


2S 


SS 


SSS 


BUT HE MAY HAVE 
ALSO SUCCEEDED 
IN MITIGATING 
THE SHAME THAT 
HE CRUSED HIS 
FAMILY. 


—S 


AN 
RSE 


a) a 

Wa a 

df (Pot ry ) } 
e 






IF THE ONLY 
EXPLANATION 





YOU MIGHT 


















SEE THIS AS THEN IS THAT HE 
: A FINAL ACT OF THOSE LEFT PRACTICALLY 
KINDNESS TO BEHIND PUSHED A 









WOULD FEEL GiIRLTO 
NOTHING —-HER DEATH, 
BUT PRIN THEN KILLED 
KNOWING HIMSELF, 
WHAT ONE 

OF THEIR 
RELATIVES 
HAD DONE. 


THEM—HE’S GIVEN 
THEM A WAY TO 
ESCAPE THAT 
PAIN, 
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. ( oo 
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N\ \ Wik 7 ie 
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o | | ma 
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HIMSELF HAD 
NO ESCAPE, 
EXCEPT 
THROUGH 










































I DON’T 
KNOW, I 
THOUGHT 
THEY GOT 
ALONG 
PRETTY 
WELL. 


BUT THAT 
IWANAGA- 
SAN, 
SHE'S... 


PRETTY 
HORKIBLE. 




















ANYWAY, 
IT’S A GOOD 
EXAMPLE OF 

HOW IT DOESN’T 
PAY TO BELIEVE 
IN SPIRITS OR 
YSOKAI. 


YEAH. I REALLY 
GOT THE FEELING 
THAT SAKURAGAWA- 
SAN’S COUSIN 
CARES FOR 
IWANAGA-SAN. 














Like 
when they 
gtovd Uf. 










































YOU 
THINK MAYBE 
SAKURAGAWA- 
ses SAN IS ue 

/ ; AF BM JEALOUS THAT 
oa 1 Wray COUSIN FROM 
HER? 






I DIDN‘T 
REALLY SEE 
ANY KIND OF 
UNHAPPY END- 
ING FOR HIM 
IF HE STAYS IN 
THAT RELA- 
TIONSHIP. 








SO YOUR * \ | one 
EXPLANATION \CLACK t ae THINGS 

FOR THE | | MIGHT LOOK 
STIGMATIZED | PRETTY GOOD 

nasa : fie a eH! | \\ WHAT COULD 
HAPPEN. 










1 i, it KR? eH iil : : : 
me) OR x 
1 ou sti 


GUESS THE 
TRUTH ON 
SUCH SHORT 


AA\ NOTICE WITH 
SUCH LIMITED 
INFORMATION. 


IT MAY 
BE THAT 
THE THIRD 
THEN SUICIDE 
SOMEONE w THAT IT VICTIM WES 
TRICKED DIDN'T BOTHER = SO.UTTERLY 
HIM INTO A HIM AT ALL THAT HIS HEARTLESS 


SITUATION EX-GIRLFRIEND HAD 
WHERE HIS DIED, AND HE WAS 
ONLY OPTION JUST HAPPY TO FIND 
WAS TO KILL A PLACE WITH SUCH 
HIMSELF, CHEAP RENT. 
AND THAT 
PERSON WAS 
ASHAMED OF 
THE FACT AND 
NEVER CAME 
FORWARD. 














I MERELY 
CHOSE THE 
EXPLANATION 
THAT WAS 
EASIEST TO 
ACCEPT, LEFT 
THE LEAST 
BAD TASTE IN 
ONE’S MOUTH, 
AND DIDN‘T 
CONTRADICT 
THE FACTS. 




































BECAUSE WHAT 
THEY NEEDED WAS 
AN EXPLANATION THAT 
WOULD REMOVE ANY 
ANXIETY THE APART- 
MENT MANAGER 
WAS FEELING. 


YEAH, I 
FIGURED 
AS MUCH. 
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IT’S A 
FACT THAT 
haat 
NOTHING 
SO THERE 
iS NO HAUNTING 


THAT 
POTENTIAL poow, 


FOR FUTURE 
PARANOR- 

MAL PHE- 

NOMENA. 












APARTMENT 

WITH RIKKA- 

SAN LIVING 
IN IT. 


JUST LIKE 
YOU, SENPAI. 
FROM THE 
SPECTRES’ POINT 
OF VIEW, SHE’S 
A DREADFUL, 
FOUL-SMELLING 
MONSTER. 


ANY 
CREATURE 
THAT MAY 
HAVE BEEN 
HALINTING 
qi ' THE PLACE 
. , f WOULD HAVE 








-\\\ HER MUCH 
| \. SOONER. 







BUT IDO 
WONDER HOW 
; RIKKA-SAN 
Pie DESCRIBED 
ae Ih : ME TO THEM. 





WE NEED 










































































I THINK ay TO HURRY 
YOU BEING Y eee ey AND STOP 
SOMEONE HER. 

CERTAIN THAT 

WHO KNOWS 

SHE PAINTED 
NO FEAR 
ME AS A 
IS PRETTY HORRIBLE 
HORRIBLE. 
















































































PERSON. 
is 































“ft I DON'T 

“1 LIKE THOSE 

<N BIG FIRE 
BELLS. 








































IS THAT 
ROY ae 
THAT’S RAKU 
MY KUR6- KAEN 
SENPAI. SO DAIKOP 
DIFFERENT 
\ FROM RIKKA- i 
SAN. ‘jl 





hi 


M 
i 











i 





AND QUIT 
BLOWING 
SMOKE BY 
GIVING AWAY 
RAKUGO 


WORDPLAY \, PUNCHLINES. 
ISN’T 
ANYWHERE 
NEAR AS 
ADVANCED 
AS YOU 
THINK. 





THINGS 
WORK OUT 
BETTER BETWEEN 
MEN AND WOMEN 
WHEN THEY HAVE 
A SECRET 
OR TWO. 
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VINA 79 So - 















an i AT "gt fe 
BOWL: UDON 
NOODLES 


FOR ASKING 

TO YOU TO 

—_ MEET ME ON 
Tripect z SUCH SHORT 


sft fy NOTICE. 


rr f Col ‘Se / y 
fof TH ITS 


IT’S 
PROBABLY 
WORSE 
FOR YOU— 
I KNOW 
YOU’/RE BUSY 
RUNNING 
YOUR BUSI- 
NESS. 











BEEN WHAT, 
TWO YEARS, 
SINCE I 
LAST SAW 














I THINK I 
WAS STILL A . Ie 
FRESHMAN i lie 
AT THE TIME. MANABU AMACHI \e 


14 (ff, 
WHAT’S SO 
ere la - 
THAT MY aes 
MOM’S Dis ee T GUESS 
| ESTEEMED Ne rial 
AN HAS INVITED AABN | WHEN You'Re 


UNCLE. 


al 


q 


FUJINUMA 






























YOu 
WENT 
TO EIEl 
PRIVATE 
HIGH 
SCHOOL, 









KNOW 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT 
KOTOKO 
IWANAGA?P 


SURELY YOU/VE AT 
LEAST HEARD OF HER. 
SHE’S THE HEIRESS 
OF THE IWANAGA 
FAMILY. I’M LOOKING 
FOR INFORMATION 
ON HER. 


DID YOU 
HEAR ANY 
EVEN HER RUMORS 
FAVORITE ABOUT HER 
FOODS, BACK IN 
OR WHAT SCHOOL? 
SHE LOOKS ANYTHING 
FOR INA AT ALL? 
MAN? 
I’LL EVEN 
SETTLE FOR 
THE NAMES 
OF HER 
CLASS- 
MATES. 


NE sTHIS 
| TIME? | 




































































CHAPTER 24: “FOR TOMORROW” 















IF YOU’RE 
LOOKING FOR 
INTEL, CAN’T 
YOU ASK A 
DETECTIVE 
































I’M SURE 
NUMBER OF YOU KNOW 
STRANGE OF ONE OR 
STORIES TWO YOU CAN 


ABOUT HER. 















ESPECIALLY 
WHEN THE 
PROBLEM CAN’T 
BE EXPLRINED— 
MORE SO IF IT’S 
SOME SPOOKY, 
ALMOST SUPER- 

NATURAL 


7 WHEN DEALING 
WITH A BUSINESS 
Y OR OPERATION 
INVOLVING THE 
IWANAGA FAMILY, 
ANY MISSTEP 
COULD LEAD TO 
DISASTER. 






































IT77G TROUBLE. 

SCARY ASK THEM FOR 
HOW NEATLY ADVICE, ON THE 
Bice OTHER HAND, 
ATTERS AND EVERY- 

GET RE- 
ae THING COMES 
TOGETHER. 


WHEN- 
















oe YOULL EVER 

FIND THE THAT 

IWANAGA HAIP- 

SHADOWS, |4 
PULLING ALL 


STRINGS. 


PEOPLE HAVE THAT'S 
TRIED MANY TIMES EXACTLY 
IN THE PAST TO WHy I 
INVESTIGATE HER, DON’T WANT 
BUT APPARENTLY TO GET 
SHE’S DISCOVERED INVOLVED. 
EVERY ATTEMPT. 


AND 
NOT JUST 
TAILS—EVEN 

WHEN THEY [aut 
TRIED TO ASK 
AROUND AT (4 
R USUA | | 
HAUNTS. s\WG 


. 
iy 
4 4 


: 
“ 


ii 
TE 
~~ 


SHE WOULD \ 
ALWAYS KNOW 
THE NEXT DAY 
EXACTLY WHICH 

COMPANY 
HIRED WHOM 
TO DO THE 
DIGGING. 


DETECTIVE 
AGENCY 
WORTH ITS 
SALT WILL 
PREFER TO TAKE THE 
AVOID GIVING JOB. 
HER A BAD 
IMPRESSION 
OF ME 
BEFORE 
THINGS 
EVEN GET 


STARTED. we 





+ BEFORE 
THINGS 
GET 


INFORMA- STARTED? 
TION. 





SO MY ONLY 
OPTION IS TO 
FIND PEOPLE 
WHO KNEW HER 
AND LEARN WHAT 
I CAN FROM 
HEARSAY. 


IWANAGA- 


WHICH IS WHY 
I’M GOING TO 
HAVE TO WARN 

YOU THAT MY 
BEST ADVICE IS 
TO STAY AWAY 

FROM HER. 


ESPECIALLY 
IF YOU WANT 

TO TRICK 
/ Rees HER OR TAKE 
===)  2=SE ADVANTAGE 

1, <TES | . (FE. Vie OF HER. 
'\ lt 7) een) 7 YOULL ONLY 
| GET HURT. 





STILL CAN’T 
SHAKE MY 
IMPRESSION 


I WANTED 
TO KEEP THE 
CLUB ALIVE, 
SOI TRIED 

TO FORCE 

IWANAGA-SAN 

TO JOIN... 










BUT SHE 
DID END UP 
JOINING 
YOUR CLUB, 
DIDN’T 
SHEP 






































MEANS 
yOu 
WON, 
RIGHT? 























BUT IT’S 
NOT LIKE 
THERE 
WAS ANY 
REAL HARM 
DONE. 





IN FACT, 
MORE OFTEN 
THAN NOT, 
SHE WOUND 
UIP HELPING 











IN DANGER 
\ OF BEING | 
DISBANDED. AX 





we SO SHE 
SAW RIGHT 

THROUGH ME 
AND FOILED 

MY PLOT. 








75 







WOW! 
TWO NEW 
MEMBERS/ 




















MYSTERIES, 








~ FOUND OUT 


BUT I DIDN'T 

| WHEN T HEARD RNOW THERE 

My RUMORS THAT WAS A CLUB. 
IWANAGA-SAN 






JOINED. 







FIRST-YEAR 


REN AKIBA ma\| 
Se! \ 


I WAS ABLE 
TO LET THE 





BUT 
THERE 
WAS NO 
NEED FOR 
SHE DID HER TO 
ANYWAY JOIN THE 
THOUGH, — CLUB, 
| ANDI HAD 
| NO IDEA WHy. 
SO I COULDN'T 
HELP PUTTING 


MY GUARD UP 
AROUND HER 
FOR A WHILE. 


WORLD KNOW 
THAT I WAS 
DATING My 

GIRLFRIEND, SO 

ULTIMATELY, I 

GOT EVERYTHING 





SHE CHME 


ON RAINY 
DAYS, SHE'D 
USUALLY 
SLEEP BY THE 
WINDOW. 











AND I GUESS 
SHE KNEW A LOT 
ABOUT MYSTERIES 
BEFORE SHE 
JOINED, SO I 
COULDN'T COMPLAIN 
ABOUT HER 
QUALIFICATIONS 
AS A MEMBER. 





og ee 


TEER ; 


ff 


DOESN'T 


SHE'S FIT IN. 

MORE 
LIKE THE 
SYMBOL 

OF THE 
MYSTERY 











Gq il 
(Jy 


ONE DAY 
IN SECOND 
TERM, JUST 
AS THE NEW 
MEMBERS 
WERE 
STARTING 
A CLASSMATE , Dy 
OF MINE CAME wha . ti } THINGS... 
TO ME WITH A 
PROBLEM THAT 
HE WANTS THE 
MYSTERY CLUB 
TO SOLVE... 

















SATURDAY, 


SNEAKED ME AND 


INTO THE 
ABANDONED 
HOSPITAL 
AT THE 
EDGE OF 
TOWN IN THE » 
MIDDLE OF Ff 
THE NIGHT. 





i VW: h 
V\ov 
ANG Wad 


HH 
WAS SO 


Oo 
toe 








IT’S BEEN 
THREE 
DAYS, AND 


SHE'S STILL 
STAYING 
HOME FROM 
SCHOOL. 


HER FRIENDS 
ARE SAYING 
SOMETHING 
MUST HAVE 
GOTTEN HER 
AT THE 
HOSPITAL. 










ARE THE 
MYSTERY 


PROBLEMS 
LIKE THAT ARE 
FOR WEIRDO 
CLUBS LIKE 
THE OCCULT 
CLUB. 

















I AGREE 
WITH YOU, 
BUT... 


YOU DON’T 
























NEED ANY 

\) SPIRITS OR 

) SPECTRES 

TO EXPLAIN 

THIS KID’S 

ice Ne PROBLEM. 
AROUND AN 
ABANDONED 
HOSPITAL AT 

NIGHT—PROB- 


ABLY WEARING 
LIGHT LAYERS 
IN THIS HEAT. 
THEY WERE OB- 
VIOUSLY GONNA & 
GETBITTEN gi 






BY BUGS. 























THEY’D BE 
= Rie itu 
NOD ; {ALL THE FILT 
OLAV /2" | DUST AND JUNK 
LY <s | IN THE AIR—NOT 
bee TO MENTION THE 
AND IF SHE’S | lo GloeTaee 
CONVINCED SHE’S OF THINGS THAT 
POSSESSED, THAT 2 IT’S NO_ COULD MAKE A 
WILL HURT HER ews eae oe PERSON SICK. 
PSYCHOLOGICALLY. SS OF THEM 
OF COURSE SHE/LL INE ENDED UP 
TAKE LONGER TO ; ; STUCK IN 
RECOVER. ae BED. 


ANOTHER 
BORING 
INTERPRETR- 


| ll 


BUT EVEN 
REAL MYSTERY 
STORIES HAVE 

PEOPLE THAT 
TURN OUT TO 
BE GHOSTS. 


OR 
IT TURNS 


OUT THE \ 
KILLER WAS [J f\ 
AWITCHOR J 3 
SOMETHING. I'7 

{| 


81 











BOOK: LOCKED ROOM MOUNTAIN; 
_THEY’LL NEVER MAKE IT OUT 


THAT IS ONLY 












ay, ACCEPTABLE 
Y ONCE BECAUSE IT 








EXPECTING RARELY—WHEN 
THAT SORT MOST MYSTERY 
OF THING, STORIES WERE 
IT BECOMES STILL FOLLOWING 
IMPOSSIBLE ALL THE RULES. 
TO DEFINE 
THE GENRE. 





4} YOU START HAPPENED— 











EXCEPTION, 
NEVER TO 
BE TAKEN 

AS THE 





YOU'RE 
ABSOLUTELY 
RIGHT, MR. 
PRESIDENT, 
AND I GAVE 
MY CLASSMATE 
A SIMILAR 
THE ENTIRE 
CLUB, SOIT ANSWER. 


WOULDN’‘T 
BE FAIR OF 
ME NOT TO 
AT LEAST 
BRING IT 
P. 





GHOSTS, 
SPECTREG... 
WHY DO PEOPLE 
BELIEVE IN 
THOSE THINGS, 
ANYWAY? 























SO WHAT 
YOU/RE SAYING 
IS, WE NEED 
A LOGICAL 
EXPLANATION 
THAT WILL 
CONVINCE THIS 
CLASSMATE OF 
: YOURS AND 
eee: ASSUAGE HIS 

FEARS. 








= 


HOW DO 
YOU LIKE 
THIS FOR A 
THEORY 
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FOR 
EXAMPLE, HER 
BOYFRIEND 


BUT THAT’S AN OUMPED HER, 
EMBARRASSING  , AND SHE 
REASON TO STAY WANTED TO 

HOME FROM HIDE IN HER 

SCHOOL, AND ROOM FOR 

SHE WOULDN'T A WHILE TO 


ve DEAL WITH THE 
WANT ANYONE’S SHOCK. 








MAYBE SHE'S \ 
IN THE MIDDLE OF 
A VIDEO GAME, 
\ BUT ONCE AND IT’S GETTING 
\ AGAIN, IT REALLY GOOD, 
WOULD BE SO SHE WANTS 
TO KEEP PLAYING, 


EMBAR- 
RASSING EVEN IF IT MEANS 
MISSING 


FOR PEOPLE 
TO KNOW SCHOOL. 
SHE’S 
OBSESSED 
WITH A 








UMBER OF 
REASONS. 














ESPECIALLY 
WHEN IT COMES 
TO NEW FRIENDS 
THAT SHE JUST MADE 
IN HIGH SCHOOL, 
SHE WOULD BE 
HESITANT TO REVEAL 
TOO MANY DETAILS 
ABOUT HER 
SHE MAY 
NOT TRUST PRIVATE LIFE. 
THEM TO KEEP 
HER SECRETS 
SECRET. 





Oh an 


j 
Ua un ie iy 


























BUT THEN 
COULDN’T 
SHE JUST 

TELL PEOPLE 

THAT SHE HAD 

A COLD AND 

NEEDED TO 

STAY HOME? 



























BUT IF SHE 


1 AN 


SO SHE 
NEEDED A 
PLAUSIBLE LIE 
TO EXPLAIN HER 
ABSENCE FROM 
SCHOOL. 







THEN SHE 
_/ HEARD PEOPLE 
7 TALKING ABOUT 

\] GOING TO THE 
SUPPOSEDLY 

HAUNTED 

HOSPITAL, AND 
SHE REALIZED 
SHE SHOULD 
USE THAT. 


h 


Kg? BP4 5 








DID THAT, 
SHE WOULD 
HAVE TO ACT 
LIKE SHE 
HAD REALLY 
CAUGHT A 
COLD. 


AND 

IF PEOPLE 
CAME TO SEE 
HOW SHE WAS 
DOING, THAT 

WOULD BE 

EVEN MORE 
TROUBLE TO 

DEAL WITH. 


WERE POSSESSED, 


THE SPOOKY 


CIRCUMSTANCES 
WOULD MAKE PEOPLE 
THINK TWICE ABOUT 
VISITING, AND 
THEY WOULDN’T 


BE INTERESTED 
CALLING, EITHE 


IN 
R. 















I THREW 
SALT ON 
MYSELF, AND 
I WAS ALL 
BETTER, 
LIKE TWAS A 
WHOLE NEW 
PERSON/ 








FURTHER- 
MORE, SHE 
COULD 


: “| COME BACK 


TO SCHOOL 








-| EXPLANA- 
| TION SHE 
| NEEDED. 








AND AS LONG 
AS THERE DIDN’T 
SEEM TO BE ANY 

MORE PROBLEMS, 

HER FRIENDS 

WOULD AVOID 
ASKING HER ANY 

QUESTIONS. 


PEOPLE 
ONLY THINK 
HAUNTED 
BUILDINGS 
ARE FUN IF 
NOBODY 
GETS HURT. 


V SO NO ONE 
WOULD EVER 
FIND OUT THE 

2 REAL REASON 

SJ YOUR CLASS- | 

MATE’S FRIEND | 
SKIPPED 
SCHOOL. 


44 SOMETHING 
Ze ~DOES HAPPEN 
TO SOMEONE 
THEY KNOW, 
THEN THEY’LL 
= ee EVEN 
Z~\ TALKING ABOUT 
\ IT, AT LEAST . 
—\ FOR ALITTLE 2 





FRIEND 
WANTS 
TO HIDE 
SOMETHING, 
IT WOULD BE 
CRUEL TO 
PRY. 


EXPLAIN 
THAT 
TO YOUR 
CLASSMATE, 
AND I’M 
SURE HE’LL 
FEEL BETTER. 


/~ tMey BEN by 
AGOOoD IpER _AND 


TO TELL HIM ALSO, 
NOT TO ASK 
TOO MANY 
QUESTIONS IF 
HIS FRIEND 
DOES COME 
BACK TO 
SCHOOL IN 


PERFECT 
HEALTH. 



















IN SOME 
SITUATIONS, 
THESE MATTERS 
TURN OUT TO BE 
GRAVER THAN YOU 
EVER IMAGINED. 
HE MAY END UP 
SEEING INTO THE 
— \ DARKNESS OF HIS 
eee ———ae \ FRIEND’S HEART. 


























I THINK THAT ; a 
THIS FRIEND \=—_—_—_—_—— | AME 
MAY ACTUALLY a 
COME BACKTO |i 
SCHOOL IN, SAY, 
TWO DAYS, AS 
HEALTHY AS IF 
NOTHING EVER 
HAPPENED. 






















WELL, SHE'S 
CLEARLYA 
THINKING = Hin, 

OMAN. : 











OUR CLUB 
MEMBER WENT 
BACK TO HER 


CLASSMATE 
THE NEXT DAY 
AND TOLD HIM 

IWANAGA-SAN’S 
THEORY. 




































HIS SICK 


: — SSS FRIEND 

AS PER : REALLY DID 

=| IWANAGA-SAN’S |: : COME BACK 

=| INSTRUCTIONS, |: : | TO SCHOOL 
THE CLASSMATE |}: : IN FULL 
REFRAINED ee : ) HEALTH. 


FROM ASKING 
HIS FRIEND 
WHY SHE HAD 
STAYED HOME. 


HE JUST 

LAUGHED 
=| ABOUT HOW | 
=| THERE WAS NO |:NAP 
=| SUCH THING |: 





SHE 















AS GHOSTS. CLAIMED 
SHE FELT 
NBR) MucH 
all BETTER ee 
HLS | ALL OF A »)) Wee 
Alig | suppen. F/O BS 
mi 
=| | 
=| 
Va 


wT SOUNDS 
LIKE THINGS 


BUT EVEN ALMOST 
: iT fA IF THE FRIEND WENT 700 
| aa We sf REALLY WAS WELL. 
IWANAGA- \3Z Tori JY JUST UNDER THE 
SAN SAID Py S _— ll > oy pipelines SHE 
LAs COULD HAVE 
pe area or I Ka >) = RECOVERED 
, | QUICKLY. IT MIGHT 
“\ STILL BE A COIN- 
4s CIDENCE. 




















I NEVER 
DID FIND 
IT DIDN’T NeHice 


HELP THAT 
SHE MADE HER THEORY 


SURE TO 
TELL PEOPLE CORRECT. 


>, a US : 
Uy PRESS T 
Tht GIRL FOR 


ANSWERS. 


DONE 
SOMETHING? 
LIKE WHAT? 











KNOW, I THINK 
IWANAGA-SAN 
MUST HAVE 
SECRETLY DONE 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT THAT 
SICK FRIEND. 


THE FRIEND 
REALLY WAS 
POSSESSED 
BY SOME 
WEIRD 
GHOST... 


SHE GOT 
BETTER 
BECAUSE 
IWANAGA-SAN 
CONVINCED 
THE GHOST 








































DON’T 
BASE YOUR 
THEORIES ON 
THE IDEA THAT 
GHOSTS 

REALLY 
EXIST. 


OBLIGATION Se Sa eSROOCERPRIOOOOEE = 
\Q | TO TALK TO 
Jit \ EITHER. 








THE 


TREAT HER. 






THAT IS 
NOT MORE 
LIKELY. 
IWANAGA- 


c<_ THINKING ON 
~/ THOSE LINES, SHE 
ALSO WAS LINDER 
NO OBLIGATION 
TO PROVIDE A 
SO CONVENIENT 
EITHER. 






HER 
THEORY 
MADE SURE 


WHY SHE 
CALMED sTAYED 
THE FEARS HOME. 
OF THE 
CLASSMATE 
WHO CAME 


PROBLEMS TO US FOR 
WILL COME 

BACK TO 

BITE US. 


MYSTERY 
: CLUB GAVE 
o THEM A 
eS AND HER LOGICAL 
/ ANSWER DIDN’/T AND INTER- 
TAKE THE GHOST = ESTING 
THING SERIOUSLY, ANSWER. 
SO NO ONE’S 
GOING TO START 
THINKING WE’RE A 

































IF SHE HADN’T 
DONE THAT, WE 
MIGHT HAVE STARTED 
ATTRACTING OCCULT 
FREAKS WHO HAVE 
NO INTEREST IN 


























AND IF THAT MYSTERY 
HAD HAPPENED, LITERATURE 
THE MEMBERS WE AT ALL. 


DO HAVE MIGHT 
HAVE ABANDONED 
US, AND THE 
MYSTERY CLUB 
WOULD HAVE 
LOST ITS TRUE 
PURPOSE. 

















IT DOESN’T 























































































a WENEGa. MATTER HOW 
= ee ACCURATE HER 
A isan ves THEORY WAS. SHE 
LS MRA ES TOOK ALL OF OUR 
jones oe an CIRCUMSTANCES 
(cee str anes! INTO ACCOUNT 
aaa ec ta AND GAVE THE 
Ser iON. MOST APPROPRI- 


ATE ANSWER. 









THEORY 
IS RIGHT, 
THAT MEANS 
IWANAGA- 
SAN WAS 
ABLE TO 
FIGURE ALL 
OF THAT 
OUT ON 
THE SPOT. [- 























SHE'S 






BUT IT 
ONLY WORKED 
BECAUSE THE 

IF SHE FRIEND CAME 
WERE STILL BACK TWO DAYS 














PEOPLE 
MIGHT HAVE 


















EVEN STARTED STAYING LATER IN PERFECT 
CALLING OUR HOME FROM HEALTH, JUST LIKE 
CLUB INTO SCHOOL, IWANAGA-SAN 


QUESTION. KIDS WOULD PREDICTED. 


GET EVEN 
MORE 
—~\ SCARED. 


2 a FINE IF 
\\ “AS as SHE DIDN’T 
BUT IF SHE » Vaal CARE ABOUT THE 
DID CARE, THEN : CLUB, AND JUST 
HOW COULD = | SAID WHATEVER 


SHE BE SO a 





MAYBE 
SHE REALLY 
DID 


ore DO 
“S| SOMETHING? 


‘| SO WE'RE V. 
i BACKTO |. 
- THAT, EH? ‘ ee, 


THAT |S 
THE REAL / 





WOULD HAVE 
CARED IF 
SHE’D JUST 
IGNORED 
THE WHOLE 
HAUNTED 
HOSPITAL 























ANYWAY, 
WHILE IT WAS 
THE BEST 
THEORY, IT 


PLOTTING 
BY BEING IN 
OUR CLUB, 
AND WHY IS 
SHE BEING 



















WHAT IF SHE : : : 

FELL IN LOVE WR WEEE NN) LES 

WITH YOu AT S ee A\ wee ae a 

FIRST SIGHT, . : , 
AND NO 


W 
SHE'S TRYING 
A TO HELP THE 

f= MAN SHE 
Bea, ADRES?! 


nts THAT WOULD a 
EXPLAIN WHY 
SHE JOINED 
MAYBE THE CLUB, 
SHE’S AND WHY 
JUST SHE KEEPS 
SPINNING COMING TO 
CRAZY THE CLUB 
THEORIES 


























LOOKS AT ME, 
HER EYES ARE 
COLD, EVEN 
WHEN SHE’S 
SMILING. 


| SOMETIMES 
PEOPLE ARE 


THE LEFT 
ONE’S COLD, 





I GET THE 
FEELING 
SHE’S 
COLD TO 
PEOPLE IN 
GENERAL. 


I WOULDN'T 
SAY I’M COLD 
IN GENERAL, 
BUT I’M CER- 
TAINLY NOT 
INTERESTED 
IN YOU, 
PRESIDENT. 


I STARTED 
LISTENING 
FROM ABOUT 
WHAT WHERE YOU TWO 
ABOUT THIS STARTED TAKING 
LOOKS ADVANTAGE OF 
INDECENT YOUR ALONE 
TIME TO ENGAGE 
IN INDECENT 
ACTIVITIES. 











MUCH OF THAT 
YOU OVERHEARD, 
1 BUT WE COULD 
REALLY USE 














HOW TI AM IN 
LOVE WITH 


CURRENTLY 
A COLLEGE 


WHOM I HAVE 
HARBORED AN 
UNREQUITED 
LOVE SINCE 
MIDDLE 
SCHOOL. 


eas 


ay 


(Qe 
oe NS 
GN ; : 








WOW, YOU 


WHICH IS WHY, IF I 
WERE TO CONFESS MY 
FEELINGS TO HIM NOW, 

HE WOULD ONLY TURN ME 


OPTION 15 DOWN. FURTHERMORE, 
TO WAIT IMPRESSION AND IT 
FOR HIM To 
MMA BREAK uP 
WITH HER! 








50 WHAT 
IF THERE 
ARE RUMORS 
ABOUT THEM 


OPPORTu- | ~ 
NITY WILL 





Fa 


IDO 
SEEM TO 
gp ERRIBLE THINGS RT DIDN'T SOMETHING | 
ARE;IN STORE FOR THINK LIKE THAT... | LONI. WAS DS )) 













































RTLOTHERS’, ~| ACTUALLY e | Z _ 

IS WHY I AM ame OV: poe [kf \ SERIOUS. fs AWN KW Y/4 = ; THIS HAVE 
DOING GOOD | ao (AY : ANYTHING TO 
DO WITH WHY 


DEEDS TO HELP 
PEOPLE IN LOVE. 
I PRAY THAT I 
WILL RECEIVE 
LIBERAL COM- 
PENSATION. 


YOU JOINED 
OUR CLUBP 

















































































: IF WHILE 
SE eAIGe ee / a paid Sey 
ne Eo R MY VER 
THE TWO FROMEVER | | UNLIKELY CHANCE, 
MERSURES TO Wf ff , | IN LOVE PORTUNITY FRUITION/ ACTIVELY STAND 
SWE oats WAL ZAS SZ NSS I JOINED WILL NEVER IN THE WAY OF 
RELATIONSHIP i. some LOVE. 
THAT CANGROW AM ; Z fe 
BEING THE STRONGER. ae a = fear 
CASE, PLEASE BE < Ss \ Je 


PROACTIVE ABOUT 
ASKING ME FOR = 

ROMANTIC ADVICE. |= 
IT WILL HELP MY 7 


GODS OF 
LOVE NEVER 
HELP THOSE 

KINDS OF 

PEOPLE. 


. ARE YOU 
THE \ ~ SURE THE LOVE 
LoGICOoF YS =e GODS HAVEN'T 
THEGODS = \\wss yi XT ALREADY 
CANNOTBE MX WRESNAIY FORSAKEN YOU 
MEASURED ‘N PE FOR WANTING 
BY HUMAN NO EXC > ACOUPLETO /¢ 
STANDARDS. BRS \\\ INOS A BREAK UP? // 


Kb Za , j 
i) ave \ 





BUT KNOWING 
YOU, I DON’T IN OTHER 
THINK er a WORDS, 
AND YOU TO WAIT RT ‘ 
WOULDN’T GODS—I BET aN qHe CHIE 
HAVE ANY YOU COULD PULL , FOR YOUR 
SCRUPLES SOME STRINGS X OWN BENEFIT. 
ABOUT IT, AND BREAK : 
EITHER. THEM UP 
YOURSELF. 


IF YOURE : SO TELLUS Wt 
TRYING TO é, ABOUT THE 
ale UP WW Ii HAUNTED 
D KARMA, OSE 
YOUWOLLDN'T | AKG} TOSPi 
JUST THROW / ‘ 
OUT RANDOM 
THEORIES THAT 
WAS COULD PUT 
IT REALLY THE CLUB 
A COINCI- AT RISK. 
DENCE THAT 
THIS FRIEND 
HOPPED 
RIGHT BACK 
TO SCHOOL 
TWO DAYS 
LATER? 





KIND OF A 
PERSON DO 
YOU TAKE 















































































my I MEAN, OF 
THOUGHT OF 
ail fe f THAT, BUT IF HE 
ol ae at WERE TO FIND 
Shi es ee IANO Taree THE 
a a ont tuo 
: : THIS eee 
| ON 
i ——— SITURTION ‘ 
= CANNOT / 






worrying. SMALLEST Fagia\\ 
ZIN RISK. KOR ii 
SINE ot 




















PULLED SOME |. SHE IF SHE'S 
STRINGS MUST BEING 
BE VERY THAT 
ATTACHED CAREFUL... 
TO THIS 






GUY. 











YOU CAN 
IMAGINE 
HOW 
THRILLED 
SHE WAS 
BACK THEN. 





inet: 


SO SHE 
HELPED YOU 
BECAUSE 
OF HER OWN 
UNREQUITED 
LOVE. 


THAT’S 
ADORABLE. 


SECRETLY £ 
SPIED ON SHE 


HIM FIND | OBSESSED | 


FOR HIM 
TO BREAK 
UP WITH 


WISHED S for years | — 


THEN, IN HER 
SECOND YEAR, 
WE FOUND OUT 

THAT THIS CRUSH 
OF HERS—NOT 
LONG BEFORE HIS 
WEDDING—REALLY 
DID BREAK UP WITH 
HIS GIRLFRIEND. 


AND BY 
THE TIME SHE 
WAS A THIRD- 

YEAR, I HEARD 
THE TWO OF 
THEM WERE 
OFFICIALLY 

DATING. 


- 





THERE WERE 


i 


a 
i 


\ 
i 


( 


eC 


D 
THEY WERE \ 


PRETTY 

MUCH ALL 
SOLVED 
TO HER 


INC \\ 


THAT /S 
A LITTLE 
FRIGHTEN- 








PEOPLE 
KEPT 
COMING 
TO THE 
MYSTERY 
CLUB WITH 
THEIR 
ANNOYING 
PROBLEMS 


SPECIFICA- B= AFTER THAT. 


TIONS. 


YOU MAY THINK 
YOU HAVE A PLAN, 


—i SOME CASES 
WHERE I HAD 
NO IDER HOW 
HER SOLUTION 
COULD HAVE 
WORKED. 


CLOSE TO HER, 
SHE’LL SEE RIGHT 
THROUGH YOU 
AND DEAL WITH 
YOU ACCORD- 


ia a 
le 





TELLING ME 

NOT TO RISK 
PROVOKING 
THE YOUNG 





Bere \\ A) \ \ BUT 
I DON’T \' A \\\\ nee IF 
. WARWALCR RS, SHE’S SO 
ae su 6M \\A\\\\\) coutp ATTACHED 
eS 1) AY HIM ON BOYFRIEND 
HIM. vA, \\\ MY OF HERS, 
EVEN IF SHE 4 \\ SIDE, 


IS, I THINK 
YOU'D RISK 
INCURRING 
HER WRATH. 





WC 



















SHE DOESN’T 
SOUND LIKE 
THE TYPE TO 
BE AMUSED BY 
SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT. 












WHY 
EXACTLY 













DOES 
DO YOU THAT MEAN 
NEED IT WOULD BE 
INFORMA- DANGEROUS 
TIONON | TO TRY TO 
IWANAGR- / GET IN HER 
SANP / GOOD 


GRACES? 


| 
ae 


i 
iit y 


GIVE YOU 
ANY DETAILS, 
BUT IT’S A 
MATTER OF 
INHERITANCE. 


IT’S MY \ 
WIFE’S FATHER— ccd 
MY FATHER-IN-LAW. es IT’S NO ONE 
I ASSUME YOUVE New. RELATED 
HEARD THE NAME Nin TO YOU. 
GG6ICHI 
OTONASHIP 


















HE’S THE 
CHAIRMAN 
AND CEO 
OF THAT 





















YES, AND 
IT’S NOT JUST 
A DOMESTIC 
CHAIN—THEY 
OPERATE ON 
A GLOBAL 





_/ HE IS NOW 
81 YEARS OLD, 
AND HE’S 

































HAVING SOME 
AIND LATELY, PROBLEMS WITH 
HE'S GIVEN A SO HE’S HIS HEALTH. HE’S 
RATHER ODD STARTED BUT STEPPED. DOWN 
ASSIGNMENT TALKING Hig FROM MOST OF 
TO DETERMINE ABOUT FORTUNE HIS ADMINI- 
HOW HE WILL WHAT’S IS JUST  STRATIVE 
DIVIDE IT UR GOING AsLARGE  ~PUTIES, 
TO HAPPEN 
TO THAT 















FORTUNE EXPECT. 



























== ; AN 
PF ASSIGN- 
a MENT TO 
EARN AN 
IF THIS WERE \; Ye INHERI- 
AMYSTERY \ Ie TANCEP 
NOVEL, THIS Sage 
WOULD END RK _ > 
IN MURDER. e 
IT’S A ‘ y 4 
STANDARD ° r| 
PLOT LINE. “4 | 


I COULDN’T 


AGREE WITH 
YOU MORE. BUT 
WE’RE ALREADY 
PAST THE STAGE 

OF WORRYING 


ABOUT THE ff _~ ABOUT A 
ALLICAN ASSIGN- da geen: 
TELL YOUIS ~—- MENT. (FY KNX MURDER. 
THAT WHO- | he. Cae Poy 
EVER DOES 
THE BEST JOB 
WILL BE GIVEN 
PRIORITY WHEN 
HE SPLITS THE 
INHERITANCE. 

















































































































HIS WIFE CHAIRMAN 
PASSED | OTONASHI 
SO AWAY HAS THREE 
THOSE YEARS MAN yes.—| CHILDREN, 
THREE AGO, = \ INCLUDING 
WILL BE MY WIFE. 
THE LEGAL 
HEIRS. 






















































































































































































































































































——— _ FIRSTBORN 
= 50N 













































































ig | | 


AND IT’S NOT / SF \\ \\ OF COURSE 
ONLY MONEY— 4p) | NAXidss HE WON’T 
HIS ASSETS f | ms f DO ANYTHING 
INCLUDE REAL VW IPED, [AV SO RASH AS 
ESTATE, STOCKS, ff | , oO ge TO LEAVE THE 
WORKS OF ART, [2 ENTIRE FORTUNE 
ANTIQUES, AND = ! TO ONLY ONE 
SO ON AND SO : OF THEM. 
FORTH. fs y Je 


‘ 
a> 


Pie 
Yi 


SOME OF 
THESE THINGS 
WILL GO UP IN 
VALUE AS TIME 

GOES ON, WHILE 
OTHERS ARE 
MORE LIKELY TO 


THE WINNER OF DEPRECIATE. 


THIS CHALLENGE 
WILL BE GIVEN 
THE FIRST CHOICE 
OF WHICH ASSETS 
HE OR SHE WILL 
INHERIT. 





WT ON 


pee Eee 





BUT MY 
WIFE DOESN‘T 
WANT TO SIT 
BACK AND LET 
HER BROTHERS 
GET ALL THE 
PROFIT. 





FEELING 
A LOT OF 
PRESSURE. 


ASKED MY 
FATHER- 
IN-LAW 
TNC wt FOR HELP 
RUNNING MY 


d oe COMPANY. 


GETTING 


8 ANYTHING 








AND AS 


THE JUDGE 


FOR THIS 
ASSIGN- 
MENT... 





111 


THE DIFFERENT 
SHARES OF THE 
FORTUNE COULD 
END UP BEING 
EXPONENTIALLY 
DIFFERENT IN 
WORTH IN THE 
FUTURE. 











BUT 


THAT'S 
NONE OF 
THE HEIRS 40 CRAZY. 
KNOW THE 
FIRST THING 
ABOUT THIS 
GIRL. WHY 
WOULD HE 
CHOOSE HER 
FOR SOME- 
THING SO 
IMPORTANT? 


EVEN KNOW 
IF HE EVER 
HAD ANY 
DEALINGS 
WITH THE 
IWANAGA 
FAMILY 


THAT’S 


4 UST HOW 
re | 
2, 


bine ay 
Wars, 
Wy 








THE FINAL 
DECISION RESTS 
ON THIS KOTOKO 
IWANAGA. THAT’S 
WHY I WANTED 
TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT 
ga Ee AND 
PERSONALITY 
LEARNED IS 
THAT CLUMSY BEFOREHAND. 
ATTEMPTS TO 
OUTSMART 
HER WILL ONLY 
BACKFIRE. 


COULD I 
WIN MYSELF 
A RELATIVE 
BY Re EC 
INCITING TTING 
EXPOSES 
YOU IN FRONT MY WIFE’S 


OF YOUR BROTHERS 
BROTHERS- 


TO LOSE 
IN-LAW, DON’T POINTS? 
YOU THINK THAT 
WOULD PUT A 
STRAIN ON YOUR 
FLITURE FAMILY 
RELATIONS? 


YOU WOULDN'T 
HAPPEN TO 
STILL BE IN 
TOUCH WITH THE 
YOUNG LADY? FOR THAT 
DEALING possiBiL- 
WITH: Ty, 100, 


I NEVER 
KNEW HER 
PHONE NUMBER 
OR EMAIL 
ADDRESS, EVEN 
WHEN WE WENT 
TO SCHOOL 
TOGETHER. 
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FIND I , | I DON'T 
THINK I’M THINK 







ACTUALLY | SHE’D EVEN 
RELIEVED iw, REMEMBER 






SO FROM 



















i TO HAVE IT : : us. 
= THE SOUNDS \ 
ne OF THINGS, THAT WAY. | 
y~ I GUESS 
IWANAGA-SAN 
A REALLY ISN’T 








IS ANCIENT 
HISTORY, BUT 


SHE MUST HAVE gg 







FOLLOWING ANY 
NORMAL LIFE 
















IT’S ANCIENT 
HISTORY, BUT 







































































































































I/D HAVE A 
HARDER TIME POOR GUY 
BELIEVING TREATED 
SHE WASN'T. ME TO 
LUNCH FOR | : 
NOTHING. /ijgill =a 
Sh I HOPE LS SS 
sees EVERYTHING eft : 


WORKS OUT 





YOU THINK | 
IWANAGA- 
SAN WILL 


J _.\ MANABU- 
Stee! = 5 : - : mF Se ; KUN/ 














I’D LIKE TO f« ee lige eS 
THINK THE HOTEL iam ‘i by FP 
CEO REALLY DID 

Vy “We | JUST WANT HER TO 
7... ae € BE JUDGE, BUT IT 
_ ss > \ SOUNDS LIKE HE eA) ER 
HAD SOMETHING ohh VA Re ee OI XB... 
ELSE IN MIND. Na) . 





























NO MATTER 
HOW FRIR THE 












IWANAGRP- 





SAN IS SO WHEN JUDGING IS, 
DEFINITELY CHOOSING A SOMEONE |S g 
NOT THE JUDGE, YOU’/RE GOING TO BE =f Le —e 
RIGHT GOING TO UNHAPPY ABOUT : | 
CHOICE WANT SOMEONE !T, AND THEY’RE 










FOR THAT. --—— WHO WILL GIVE NOT JUST 
} | /\} AVERDICT THAT GOING TO SIT 
EVERYONE WILL AND TAKE IT. 
) HAVE TO 
ACCEPT. 












THERE’S BUT 
NO WAY HE HE’S 
CAN CONTROL |} STILL THE 
IWANAGA-SAN, SO I CAN’T 
AND IF HE’S O HELP THINKING 
ACTING WITH THAT CHAIRMAN 
ANY SPITE . OTONASHI 
OR ULTERIOR IS ACTIVELY 
MOTIVES, HE’S ) TRYING TO 
BOUND TO START A 
GET HURT. DISPUTE. 


_; 


p 


\ \ , 


IF THERE 
IS, THEY’D 
HAVE TO BER 
REAL WEIRDO 
WHO’S 
DEVIATED 
PRETTY FAR 
FROM NORMAL 


a i UMAN 
Se STANDARDS. 





































































































OR THE 
RIGHT HAND 
TO THE SIDE, 

LEFT HAND | Seco nie 


IS IT SPECIUM 
RAY... 


— i 
Dd = 


© AM 
z 























I CAN'T 


REMEM- 
BER. | 

















COME TO 
THINK OF /7, 


CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI 1S 
DOING HIS 








Z DO YOU THINK 

) IS STILL DATING 

ee THE MAN SHE 
WAS CHASING 

ALL THOSE 






















IF SHE IS, 
IT’S EITHER 
A MIRACLE, 
OR THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
SERIOUSLY 
WRONG WITH 


ALTHOUGH, 
BACK IN HIGH 
SCHOOL, WHEN 
HE HAD A SHE’D SHOW 


ME PICTURES 
VERY TIRED ‘Oe tHe two 


LOOK ON 
HIS FACE IN One, 


EVERY ONE 
OF THEM. 


I DON’T 
THINK 
HE’LL EVER 
GET AWAY 
FROM 


YEARS OLD, 
YOU KNOW. 
SO I THINK 
TODAY 
T’VE SHOULD BE 
ALWAYS THE DAY YOU 
WANTED TO. TAKE ME TO 
KNOW WHAT A PUB. 
IT WAS LIKE 
TO ORDER A 
BEER AND EAT 
EDAMAME. 





OR DID 
YOU FORGET THAT’S A 
THAT THEY \ a J/ STUPID THING \ 
JUST TRIED TOASPIRETO. 
TO STOP YOU =ort AND THEY’D TURN | 
FROM GOING YOU DOWN AS 
IN TO SEE AN of SOONAS YOU £ 
R-RATED ORDERED. 
MOVIEP 











THAT’S BIG 
TALK FROM 

: THE MAN WHO 

wt : PRETENDED 
I DON’T | : HE DIDN’T 

KNOW YOU, | (o> KNOW ME. 

STRANGER. 





YOU WOULD 
CALL ME A 
STRANGER 
WHEN YOU 

KNOW THAT 
THE UNDER- 
GARMENTS 

I AM 
WEARING 
TODAY... 


§f,_YOUNOT 
g TO BROAD- 
CAST THOSE 

THINGS! 


Ow! 
Ow! 
Ow! 





<< 
<<<dEE 


N 
N < 
A 


c "\ 
\ 






































































ooo WELL, 
THEY DO 
SEEM TO 
BE GETTING 
ALONG. 














WANNA 
PRETEND WE 
DIDN’T SEE 


PAISLEY THT 


™~ 


PEOPLE 
LIKE US 
WILL NEVER 
UNDER- 
STAND THE 
MYSTERY 


THAT IS 
KOTOKO 
IWANAGR. 

















THERE WAS A 
COUPLE BACK 
THERE WHO 
LOOKED AT US 


LIKE THEY’D JUST 
SEEN A GHOST. 
ANY IDEAS 
WHAT THAT WAS 



































SIGN: SATOMARU 


THEY 
WERE 
SOME - 
PEOPLE 
WHO WERE 
GOOD TO 
ME IN HIGH 
SCHOOL. 


They have Wy 
cnt ly 






fi ; SO YOURE 
SAYING I’M NEVER/ 
) THE REAL : 


VICTIM HERE. 







Y TLL HAVE 
YOU KNOW 
THAT IT IS 
on 
Y, RATI 
es ; 7 HE GOOD 56 say THAT 

crsene Py; KARMAFROM ;epeouGHT 

. YP THAT IS WHAT 

THEM CLOSER 

BROUGHT = TOGETHER! 
YOU AND ME 
TOGETHER, 
SENPAI. 





\ have Wy 
N amar hy. 

































ANYONE 
WOULD BE AT A 
LOSS FOR WORDS 
AT THE SIGHT OF 
A SWEET, LOVELY 
ACQUAINTANCE 
SUCH AS MYSELF 


“SWEET, 
LOVELY” 
PEOPLE DON’T 
BROADCAST 
THEIR UNDER- 
WEAR PATTERNS 
TO THE ENTIRE / 


NG 


gC 
WE NEED 
TO TALK 
ABOUT THIS 
JOB THAT 
CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI 
HAS FOISTED & 


THEY SURE SO, 
LOOKED 
SPEECHLESS 
WHEN THEY 


WELL, THE 
IMPORTANT 
THING IS THAT 
THEY’RE STILL 
TOGETHER. 



























| I GOT 

|| PERMISSION 

FOR YOU TO 

COME WITH 
ME. 


BECAUSE ai 
I THINK THIS a= 
ISGOING | 

TO BE ABIT 
OF A CHORE. BE 






























































































































































FIND I’M 
GOING 
TO WANT 
YOUR HELF, 
KURO- 
SENPAI. 


BUS? Wa ie io 












You have 
too WAY 
demands. 





I've Also always wanted 
to te A be Avound 
my head, bring sushi home 
In A do ay bag, ang walk 
with te heheh qt 
of A drunkard as | snuggle 
coquettishly up to A man 
ANd shy, "We missed the 
last tratn.s7" 





























we one 

P, SENPAI: 
: eae Came AND WHY THERE WAS A 
i SUPPOSED | WHILE ARE YOU LANDSLIDE THE 
TO BE Q IWAS DRESSED LIKE OTHER DAY 
# TURNED ON | GETTING 
{1 BY THAT 
\ SWIMSUIT. 












I GOT AN SOS 
TELLING ME THE 
MANDRAKE THAT 
LIVED THERE IS 

STRANDED AT THE 

DISASTER SITE. 





















ANYONE 
WHO PULLS 
A MANDRAKE 
OUT OF THE 


v SO 
7 NEITHER WILL DIE. 


NOR ANY 
SPECTRE 
4 CAN HELP 






AND SOT 
WOLLD LIKE MY 
IMMORTAL SENPAI 
TO GO PULL UP 
THE MANDRAKE 
AND MOVE IT 

TO SAFETY. 




























@) 















A TERRIBLE SCREAM WHEN PULLED 
"Tl, OUT OF THE GROLIND. ALL WHO 
HEAR IT PERISH. Z 


NS 








YOU WANT 
ME TO HIKE 
INTO THE 
MOUNTAINS, 
ALONE, 
TO PULL 
A WEED. 


THERE’S 
EVEN 





ALPINE 









DENTALLY, I 
UNDERSTAND 


THAT WILD 





THIS TIME 
OF YEAR. 





een = atte i MM A et atte wr 
es = AS Or, Cy | OC |, Ci 0 
Bey a, = NWS 0 


“etetetetet 

meteteee 
a Od 

OO 

revere, 

Ore) 

alee 

OO) 






e,o.e at 

eeetetet, 

290, weeee 
enoee 


A HIDEOUS, 

































IS THIS 
GROTESQUE : bes WHERE THE 
MONSTER— YOU 4 LANDSLIDE 
YOU MUST was? 
MUST BE MY BE THE AS: 
LADY’S RIGHT- 
HAND MAN MANDRAKE 
aad IWANAGA 
KURGO- 
TOLD ME 






ABOUT. 






al 


CE / 
re = 


OH, WHAT A 
KIND, FRIENDLY 
MANNER YOU 
HAVE, SO 
CONTRARY TO 
YOUR HORRIBLE 
APPEARANCE. 
THANK YOU. 






Wp 
















je 
AS < . 
2 ee 





THIS MIGHT 
HURT A 
LITTLE, BUT 
JUST BEAR 
WITH ME. 


Ra, DAW 


Ed 


/ 





















wd ( hhh 
iy Ly \ 
OL 0 CA | 


LL pray. 


y My: 
We RA ETAL 













TA Py 


Voy 


I HAD TO DIE 
WAY TOO MANY 
TIMES JUST TO 
GRAB A FUTURE 





“e 
\ 











x) y \ 
ZNEX\ WPA 






bir 


Sg 


ree Ge : . AN 
: NU SO \\ 


sit 


TO 
THANK 
YOU, I’LL 
GIVE YOU 







a 
RES 





N 












You've 
SAVED ME, 
KURO- 







we RN OUR ROOTS ARE 
“<7 WOW, WHAT Sg FAMOUS FOR THEIR 
@ KIND OF NEO EFFICACY, WHICH 
%\ EFFICACY? WP, IS WHY SO MANY 
APHRODISIAC, Y= A See LV HUMANS HAVE 
FOR IMPROVED ue Pes BEEN WILLING TO 
HORMONE ‘i m RISK DEATH TO 
PRODUCTION, ce ws GET THEM. 
is VIRILITY eS \ 
eee, ENHANCEMENT, (So >> 
ETC. ETC. Z 





IN OTHER 
WORDS, YOU 
CAN MAKE 


HORNY 
MEDICINE. 






mEADAADAG 








IWANAGA 


























1S THE 
SHE GODDESS OF | 
ISA OF. WISDOM. SHE | 










GODDESS OOHH 
USED YouR ORDER 


OF 

















WISDOM ROOTS TO GET A 
BECAUSE COULD HOLD OF HORNY 
SHE IS SO NEVER DO MEDICINE, IT 
NOBLE WOULD VIOLATE 4 
AND THAT ORDER. 





HAPPENED 
THEN = TO GET 
WE CAN WIXED IN 


{ ALL CALL wity THE 
IT AN 









THERE’S 
MORE 
TO WILD 
VEGETABLES 
THAN MEETS 
THE EYE, 

I SEE. 












SEES vy I ESPECIALLY 

ene ere LIKE THIS 

SOW = Wee ONE WITH THE 

5 ae z Ne ae BURDOCK-LIKE 
s : TEXTURE. 









| 7 Vv a : Ak As 
* THE END J “4 cea weN ( 


THANK YOU FOR READING VOLUME 10/ I HOPE YOU'LL READ VOLUME 11, TOO! 
STAFF: ASAI, SHIMAMEGURI, UMI, EDITOR: O-GAWA, T-DA 


Be a tht 
re 


ra 





TRANSLATION NOTES 


Manju Kowai, page 7 
Manju Kowai is a famous story from the rakugo 
genre of traditional Japanese entertainment. In 
SOMEONE'S ASKING WOE rakugo, a Single storyteller will sit before the 
pation poner OTLEA Pow + audience and act out a Story, playing all the roles 
Tay AND Distaact | Nige/4A\ ( prose || him or herself. In this particular story, a group 
Mee: / th 2 AX avewt | Of friends sits around discussing what they hate 
Wee the most or are most afraid (kowai) of. One of 
“| the friends reluctantly admits that he is afraid of 
manju—dumplings with sweet red bean filling. 
— His “friends” then decide to play a trick on him by 
Surprising him with dozens of manju, so they can get a kick out of seeing him run 
around in terror. But after they throw the manju at him and close the door, allis 
quiet—there is no screaming to be heard. The truth is, this man loves manju, and 
knew that his friends would give him a lot of them if he pretended to be scared 
of them. Outraged that their trick failed, his friends demand to know what he’s 
really afraid of, to which he replies that he might be afraid of tea now. The story 
is from 1768, so the spoiler ban has surely been lifted for years by now. 





Skeleton-woman, page 9 
In the original text, Kotoko calls Rikka a sukima 
onna, or “gap-woman,’ referring to a Japanese 


urban legend about a supernatural woman who yonequlg THING, 

Spies on people from the gaps in their apartment— | poceipyy see 

such as the gap between the dresser and the IN A SKELETON- 
WOMAN LIKE 


wall. The point is that Rikka, like the gap-woman, 
is Skinny and spooky. To get the insults across 
without slowing down the readers, the translators 
had Kotoko call Rikka a skeleton instead. 





Seaweed wine, page 46 
Seaweed wine, or wakame zake, is an 
“adult” beverage in multiple senses of 
the word. While it can literally mean sake 
ent Ne \ KZ with seaweed in it, in this case Kotoko is 
YOU LIKE eae Vi referring to a practice of having a woman 
TONIGHT? —— ?| kneel or sit on the floor with her knees in 

\ , front of her, and using the container made 
by her legs and crotch to hold an alcoholic 
beverage. The’ ‘seaweed” is her pubic hair. This wouldn't work as well if the 
woman is thin enough to have a thigh gap, so girls meatier than Kotoko are more 


suited to the practice. 





Snake with a woman’s head, page 47 
To be specific, Kotoko compares Rikka to a nure-onna, a y6kai with the body of 
a snake and the head of a woman. The name 


literally means “wet woman,’ and comes from +h STILL, RIKKA-SAN 

the fact that they are always found near bodies WITH A WOMAN'S 
: HEAD. WHY DO 

of water and appear to be soaking wet. They are 1 | SO MANY PEOPLE 


SEEM TO LIKE 
HERP 


also known for tricking unsuspecting humans 
into helping them, and then sucking their blood. 





Kaen Daiko, page 65 

Kaen Daiko, or “Big Drum,’ is the rakugo tale of 

a poor merchant who is terrible at his job. After 
some twists and turns, he miraculously manages 
to sella drum to a feudal lord for a significant 
sum of money. This experience causes him and 
his wife to consider what they should acquire to ne : f 
sell next, speculating that something else that rs NIASG ice THose 





makes noise would be similarly successful. When BIG FIRE 
the merchant suggests a fire bell (a bell like the eeu 
one pictured here, used as a fire alarm), his wife EA THEM. 


replies that that would be a bad idea, because ojan 
ni narimasu, which can either mean “they go ‘gong,” or “it will ruin everything.” 


aise 7 Threw salt on myself, page 87 

SALT ON In Shinto, salt is used for purification. It is 
eae ce s5’| SCattered on people and places to cast out 

BETTER, | | impurities and ward of evil or unlucky spirits. 
LIKEIWASA ) , | . nee 
WHOLE NEW er] Incidentally, when the girl says, “Like |wasa 

PESe oN, ” | whole new person,” she uses an idiom that 
literally means “like whatever was possessing 
me fell away.” This expression is used in Japan 
to describe situations where someone suddenly 
recovers either from an illness or from a bad 
attitude, whether or not anyone believes the 


person was literally possessed. 














Ultraman's Specium Ray, page 117 


Ultraman is a classic Japanese superhero from the ~~ ULTRAMAN 
1960s. He fires a special Specium Ray by holding his IS IT PEE UIC 
right hand up vertically, and crossing his left hand RIGHT Rhy... 
horizontally in front of it. eee 

TO THE 

SIDEP 














Yoko, page 138 

Literally meaning “supernatural fox, 
a yoko is a fox with supernatural 
powers. 


KILLED SUMI- 
SAN FOR ME. 
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“SLEEPING MURDER PART 1” 


CHAPTER 25 
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TTT ETE 


TFAFAFA FA F 


LETTE Fy 


AAT 


x 
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EXPECTING 
IWANAGA- 




















































I DON’T 
SEE ANY 
GUESTS. 
DID HE 
RESERVE 
THE WHOLE 
PLACE... 
JUST 
FOR 


~ . 
LSS 
S 


pee 


lJ 
LTT 
“NY 








































































































aN 
an. ae 


BUT I 
COULDN'T 
HELP FEELING 
THAT YOU ARE 
THE ONLY ONE 
WHO CAN HELP 
ME IN THIS 
MATTER. 


THE CHAIRMAN 
AND CEO OF THE 
FAMOUS OTONASHI 
GROUP, WHICH 
MANAGES OVER 200 
HOTELS IN AND OUT 
OF THE COUNTRY AND 
IS ALSO PROMINENT 
IN THE REAL ESTATE 
AND TOURISM 


WHAT INDUSTRIES. 
WOULD . 
HE WANT AX . we 


WIT Fi : 


i 


ss a 


ms 
ae. 





Ves SURE 


YOU WERE 
SURPRISED 
WHEN THIS 
OLD MAN 
YOU'VE 
NEVER MET 
REQUESTED 
AN AUDIENCE 
WITH YOU 


OUT OF THE 


GOICHI 
OTO- 














IT’S A 
PLEASURE 


> 
@ 


‘I 


_ —~ 

















hy ; A 
ma 


I AM 
GOICH/ 
OTONASHI. 


GOICHI 
OTONASHI (8D 


SEEING AS | | 
THE OTONASHI ee SUR- 
GROUP HAS A RATHER ~ a PRISE 
LARGE INFLUENCE IN min IS ONE 
POLITICAL ARENAS, MY Chi) \ hy\ WORD 
PARENTS COULDN’T WAYAN | / FOR IT. 
5 SIMPLY BRUSH ASIDE SS By “\ s BUT I'D 
A REQUEST FROM we, ANA SAY I FELT 
SINCE YOU ITS CEO, AFTER | Opty MORE... 
SO POLITELY ALL. | é spo’ INCONVE- 
WENT THROUGH ee ® Oe : NIENCED 
MAKE YOUR f 
INVITATION, I ; ; EXTREME. 
HAD NO CHOICE | 
BUT TO 
ATTEND THIS 
INTERVIEW. 


















I ONLY 
MEANT TO 
ASK THEM WITH 
THE UTMOST 
COURTESY. BUT 
f- fy THAT CAN COME 
A f ACROSS AS 
INTIMIDATION 
WHEN YOU FIND 
YOURSELF IN A 
POSITION OF 
POWER. 














I 
AM JUST 
I’M A BABE 
AFRAID _INARMS | 
I’MNOT COMPARED | 













ella CAPABLE TO YOU, 
FACT THAT YOU | 
CAN SIT THERE aw OF LIVING SIR 


DRINKING TEA UP TO YOUR 


WHILE HAVING A eee) EXPECTA- 

FACE-TO-FACE Pe 

INTERVIEW WITH 
ME TELLS ME 
THAT YOU ARE 
QUITE EXTRA- 


eam, ORDINARY. 


OLLIE LLL \\ 














=N-S 


VT 


—ty 


WLU 


Y/ 


S 


V; 


NU 


THE PRESIDENT 
AT THAT TIME, 
DENJIRG OTONASHI, 








SAW MY POTENTIAL 
AND ARRANGED 
FOR ME TO MARRY 


OF COURSE, 
PEOPLE MAY 
RECOGNIZE 
ME AS CHAIR- 
MAN OF THE 


_ OTONASHI 
Burr GROUP 


NEVER 
ACTIVELY 
SOUGHT 

THE POSI- 


I AM 
NOT EVEN 
I AN OTONASHI 


oe / WORKED BY BLOOD. 


ATONE MY BIRTH 
OF THE NAME IS 
GROUP’S _—KLID6. 
HOTELS AND 
I WOULD 
SUGGEST 
WAYS TO 





























HIS DAUGHTER 
SUMI-SAN. 


DENUIRO 
ACKNOWL- 


EDGED HIS 
DAUGHTER’S 


GOOD 
AIND HE BUSINESS 
WANTED SENSE, 
TO LEAVE 
THE 
COMPANY 
TO HER. 


Sg 


serene 


ne te ROR 


IMPROVE 
MANAGE- 

















I WAS 
PROMISED 
THE POSITION 
OF VICE 
PRESIDENT, 
I WAS BUTI HAD 
LIAISON ALMOST 
BETWEEN NO REAL 
UPPER EXPERIENCE. 
AND 
LOWER 
MANAGE- 
MENT. 


AFTER WE GOT 
MARRIED, DENUIRG 
PASSED AWAY, AND re 
SUMI-SAN BECAME {A 
THE OFFICIAL a 
SHE PRESIDENT, CARRYING 
EXPANDED = ON IN HER FATHER’S 
THE FOOTSTEPS. 
COMPANY 
AIND EVEN 
TURNED 
IT INTO A 
GLOBAL 
OPERATION. 


SHE WAS 
NAMED 
THE NEXT 
COMPANY 
PRESIDENT, 
AND I WAS 
THE PERFECT 
CHOICE TO 
WORK HS HER 
ASSISTANT. 


SUMI-SAN 
DID HAVE THE 
BEST BUSINESS 
MIND OF THE 
TIME— SHE 
WAS HEAD AND 
SHOULDERS 
ABOVE THE 
REST. 


AND ON TOP 

OF THAT, SHE 

MANAGED TO 
GIVE BIRTH 
TO THREE 
CHILDREN. 

I CAN ONLY 
DESCRIBE 
HER AS A 

TRUE HERO. 





SHE’S NOT 


YES, SOME | THE ONLY 


HERO—I 
PEOPLE DO || 
wave THe HEARD THAT 


S YOU’/RE THE 
OPINION. ONE WHO 
AND KEPT THE 
THAT IF IT 4, GROUP 
HADN’T ALIVE AFTER 
PERHAPS YOU, THE PASSING. 
YOU'VE : 
HEARD THIS 
OPINION AS 


THE GROUP 
WOULD HAVE 
GONE OUT OF 
BUSINESS IF 
SUMI-SAN HAD 
LIVED ANOTHER 
YEAR. 










































































YOUR WIFE 
WAS STABBED 
23 YEARS AGO, 
CORRECT? THEY 
BELIEVE IT WAS A 
MUGGING? 







































































AND THE 
KILLER 
WAS NEVER 









































































































































THE MURDER 
HAPPENED 23 
YEARS AGO. 
THE LAW HAS 
BEEN CHANGED A 
BUT IF FEW TIMES, BUT 
THE CASE YOU'RE STILL JUST 
WERE JUSTA BARELY PAST 
TAD FRESHER, THE STATUTE OF 


YOU WOULD LIMITATIONS. 
STILL BE 

SUBJECT TO 
THE LAW. 


WELL, IT 
DOESN’T 
BOTHER ME 
THAT YOU 
KILLED HER. 


OF 
COURSE, 
IT’S NOT AS 
IF I KILLED 
SUMI-SAN 
PERSON- 


BUT 
IT’S NOT SO 
EASY TO FIND 
SOMEONE 
WHO WOULD 
BE WILLING 
TO KILL FOR 


MATTERS 
SIMPLER. 





Eg 
a 


st ey 
SILPL 
LE 


T, AA 

RAVYY YY? 

MARAT 
i 


GEEE 


SAN WAS 
KILLED... 





iMADE, 
AL WIT 


OUTSIDE THE 
KNOWN LAWSiOF 
NATURE, AND IT 
KILLED SUMI- 
SAN FOR ME. 


THE CEO OF AN 
INTERNATIONAL 
i | HOTEL CHAIN, 
BECAUSE SPEAKING OF 
I’M THE SUCH UNSCIEN- 
CEO OF TIFIC THINGS 
A HOTEL AS DEMON 
CHAIN. /| | ) FOXES. 

















us NOW 

YOU/RE 

TAKING 
THIS JOKE 
TOO FAR. 





WHEN YOU 
RUN MULTIPLE 
HOTELS, WHETHER 
YOU LIKE IT OR 
NOT, YOU HEAR 
ABOUT THINGS 
THAT CANNOT BE 
EXPLAINED 
BY KNOWN 
SCIENCE. 








COUNTLESS 
PEOPLE PASS 
THROUGH HOTELS 
i EVERY DAY. AND 
THAT AS SUCH, THEY 
MAY BE WHY OFTEN BECOME THE 
YOU HEAR SO) - SETTING FOR ALL 
MANY STORIES MANNER OF HUMAN 
OF GHOSTS MISERY—MURDER, 
AND OTHER SUICIDE, FIRE, 
PARANORMAL AND SO ON. 
PHENOMENA 
MANIFESTING 
IN HOTEL 














I DID 
MFIKE A 


DEAL WITH 
A YOKO 
23 YEARS 
AGO. 


I’/LL 
NEVER 
ADMIT IT 
PUBLICLY... 





YOURE 
FAMOUS IN 
RTAI 
FOR CIRCLES, 
HAVING ; 
AREN'T 
CERTAIN Cae 
VIEWS ON 
THE SUBJECT 
OF SUPER- 
NATURAL 
CREATURES. 


YOU VISITED 
THE ROOM 


IN QUESTION 
AND SOLVED 
THE ISSUE 


DENY THAT 
YOU HAVE 
STRANGE 

POWERS. 


BUT EVERY 
ONE OF THOSE 
MATTERS COULD 
BE EXPLAINED 
LOGICALLY—BY 
AND HALLUCINATIONS, 
THOSE RARE NATURAL 
ARE THE PHENOMENA, 
TYPES OF PSYCHOLOGICAL 
EXPLANA- BIAS, ETC. 
TIONS TI 
ALWAYS 
PROVIDE. 





IN FACT, I’VE 
HEARD THAT ONE 
OF OUR HOTELS 
HAD A PROBLEM 

WITH SPIRITUAL 
PHENOMENA IN ONE 
OF THE GUESTROOMS, 
AND THE RUMORS 
THEY HEARD LED 
THEM TO SEEK YOU 
OUT FOR HELP. 


IT’S TRUE 
THAT I 
SOMETIMES 
GET THOSE 
REQUESTS 
THROUGH MY 
PARENTS, AND I 
AM FORCED TO 
RELUCTANTLY 
COMPLY. 


MY FALSE 
EYE AND 
PROSTHETIC 
LEG ARE 
THE FRUITS 
OF THAT 
SCIENCE, 
AFTER ALL. 


BUT YOU 
WOULDN'T 
NEED THAT 
FALSE EYE OR 
PROSTHETIC 
LEG IF NOT FOR 
J THE PHENOM 
EVIDENCE I, ENON WE CA 
THAT YOU SPIRITING 
HAVE BEEN aN , 
BLESSED BY 
THE SUPER- 
\ NATURAL. 
YA 





REGARDLESS 
OF WHAT YOU TELL 
OTHERS, I CAME 
TO YOU WITH THIS 


REQUEST BECAUSE 
I KNEW YOU WERE 
THE ONLY ONE WHO 
WOULD BELIEVE 

















oe 
CF : ~ y © 





PLEASE 
CONTINUE. 


SES 









‘T WILL 
MAKE OUR 
HOTELS 
THE BEST 
IN THE 

















THE 
COMPANY 
KEPT 
EXPANSION 
AS ITS MAIN 
FOCUS. 











THAT 
WAS WHAT 
DENUIRG 
WANTED, 

AND IT WAS 

SUMI-SAN’S 

GOFL. 











BUT THERE 
WAS NO 
STOPPING 
SUMI-SAN. 





BUT ALL 













IF YOU 
STRETCH 
YOURSELF 

BEYOND YOUR 
ABILITIES, YOU 
REACH THE 
IMPOSSIBLE AND 
EVERYTHING 
CRUMBLES. 

















OUR 
COMPANY 
WAS 
GETTING 
CLOSER 
AND 
CLOSER 
TO THAT 
POINT. 













BOR. vw fe 
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IF ANYONE 








SHE WAS OF 
































SUGGESTED 
SLOWING DOWN, Lye ee 
: ae eon od COULD HANDLE 
SHE SHRUG THEM UE aN? 
RUTH- OFF, INSISTING OTHERS SHOULD 
LESSLY THAT PEOPLE Bene oe 
FIRED vUST WEREN'T eae 
ANYONE TRYING HARD ys aaa 
WHO ENOUGH. 
ACTIVELY 






OPPOSED 
HER. 








ma 











MANY OF 
THE COMPANY 
EXECUTIVES 
HARBORED 
THE SHME 
MISGIVINGS, 
BUT NO ONE 
COULD STOP 
SUMI-SAN. 















































































































MYSELF 
INCLUD- 


AFTER 
ALL, 
I WAS 
JUST THE 
HUSBAND 
HER 
FATHER 
HAD 
CHOSEN 
FOR HER. 






SHE 
TRIED TO 
CONTROL 

HER 


CHILDREN’S 
LIVES, AS 
WELL. 





OUR OLDEST 
™ WANTED TO BE 
: SHE DIDNT |) A CHEF, BUT 
OUR YOUNGEST || APPROVE =i «SHE WOULDN'T 
ACTIVELY TRIED Bete | f ALLOW IT. SHE 
TO TAKE CERTAIN pibeiaall aes hai (WANTED HIM 
POSITIONS WITHIN Aaah fa =TOBEHER 
THE COMPANY, BUT an aple hesy [Ml SUCCESSOR. 
SHE INSISTED THE |W gi, 'O EREIT 
OLDEST WOULD 
BE THE HEIR, AND 
WOULDN'T GIVE 
HIM THE JOBS HE 
WANTED. 


CHILDREN 
WERE ALL 
CAPABLE 
ENOUGH 
TO LIVE THE 
LIVES THEY 
WANTED. 








WOULDN'T 
LISTEN. SHE 
WANTED 
TO HAVE 
EVERYTHING 
HER OWN 
WAY. 





I'LL SEND 
YOU SOME 
FILES LATER. 
YOU CAN 
CHOOSE ANY 
ONE OF THEM 
YOU LIKE. 


THERE ARE 
FAINY NUMBER 
OF MEN FROM 

FAMILIES 
WORTHIER OF 
THE OTONASHI 


ra 


Se am cr fs FP 
> 4 


Tyg Vi 


I DOUBT 
SHE WHS EVEN 
CAPABLE OF 
QUESTIONING 
HER OWN 
DECISIONS. 


THAT MAN 
ISN'T GOOD 
ENOUGH 
FOR YOU. 


DID YOU 


(| THREATEN 
HIMP 


COMPANY IF HE 
DIDN'T BREAK 
UP WITH MEP 





I KNEW 
IT WAS 
TRUE, BUT 
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Ay 























IF I LET 
THINGS 
STAND, SHE 
WOULD 
DESTROY OUR 
CHILDREN, 
SHE WOULD 
DESTROY OUR |: 
COMPANY. 





THAT'S WHEN 
I SECLUDED 
MYSELF IN 

ONE OF OUR 
MOUNTAIN 
VILLAS TO 
THINK UP A 

PLAN. 





EVERY- 
THING 
WOULD 
BE FINE IF 
SUMI-SAN 
WERE 
JUST OUT 
OF THE fp 


Bee | Ye VeRYTHING 
: , SE 5) WOULD 

RO Siecgied § — BE FINE IF 
PsA, ee AR J EVERY- yt Ser 
x BANS THING A SUMI-SAN 


Ve 
EVERYTHING Vim 
é WOULD WERE JUST 


WOULD BE ‘UM a ) 
FINE IE QM EAS | Soc "picTURE. 
SUMI-SAN : NR Ne i MERE 
WERE JUST Ne eer iee: 

OUT OF THE Sth 

PICTURE, 


ww IF SUMI- 

SAN WERE 

JUST OUT 
OF THE 


SHALL I NW CL_GAN 
GRANT RACINE PICTURE. 


YOU YOUR 





APPEARANCE 
FRIGHTENED 
ME, BUT THE 
REALITY OF 

THE COMPANY 

AIND MY 
CHILDREN’S 


FUTURE 
SCARED 
ME MORE 
THAN ANY 
MONSTER. 


MA 


TAN 


MY KIND 
HAVE BEEN 
AROUND FOR 
AGES. I AM NOT 
BOUND BY THE 
LAWS OF YOUR 


AND I 
& COULDN'T 
OPENLY 
DISCUSS 
THE 
MATTER 
WITH 
AINYONE 
ELSE. 


SURELY NO 
ONE CAIN 
BLAME ME | 
FOR TALKING 
TO A FOX. 





EXCHANGE, 
yOU WILL 
GRANT A 
WISH FOR 

ME. 


BUT AT 
THE TIME, 
I’M SURE 
I WOULD 

HAVE MADE 
THE DEAL 
EVEN IF HE’D 
ASKED FOR 
My LIFE. 


RR \ 
‘) SS 
INS 


y\\ 


ied, 


AND I'LL 
MAKE SURE 
NO ONE 
SUSPECTS 
YOU OR 
YOUR 
FAMILY. 


LEZ 


yg 


Arty Ath eee 


I'LL KILL 
YOUR WIFE 
FOR YOU. 


IDEA WHAT 
A MONSTER 
WOULD 





BUT ve 
FOX’ 
acne WISH WAS 
HAS MOVED IN I WANT YOU MUCH 
OVER THERE, TO DEVELOP more 
AND THEY’RE THE LAND PRACTICAL 
GETTING | ONTHENEXT | THAIN 
I WANT — srroncer. HILL OVER AND 
TO REIN 3 TURN IT INTO 
THEM IN. A HUMAN 
HABITATION. 


= ~ = ——— “ : 
= => iy way 
= a ee, 
‘ Qn 
Ses ya ic Ws a 


“t ‘ ah 
pay 


DP sy 


TM 


Pas = 
Rr 
yk “A 
ad ei a bar) 
A ¥U Re te “Me aig 
me, sty 


IF HUMANS 
TAKE OVER 
THEIR LAND, 
THEY'LL BE 
CHASED OUT 
£ | | AND THAT 
I'M SURE ee Wal) ! WILL LIMIT 
WE CAN GET ROS" THEIR 
THAT LAND AND | \ INFLUENCE. 
DON’ a | 3 
WOULD BEHARD BK Sw AY SN Pee ; 


I CAN'T 
MAKE THAT 
CALL WITH 
SUMI-SAN IN 
CHARGE, BUT 
WITH HER 
ines GONE, 
POSSIBILITY. 





IF SUMI- 
SAN DIES, I 
WILL GRANT 
YOUR WISH, 


I WAS 
PREPARED 


I THINK IT 
WHS ABOUT TEN 
DAYS LATER THAT 
SUMI-SAN WAS 
STABBED BY A MAN 
PEOPLE COULD 
ONLY HSSUME WAS 
Al MUGGER. 


SHE WILL 
BE DEAD 
WITHIN THE 
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I KILLED 
YOUR 
WIFE FOR 
YOU. 


FORGET 
YOUR 
PROMISE. 


IF YOU DON’T 
MAKE GOOD, 
YOU'RE NEXT. 


= ~ . 
SR NOS 




















YES. IT TOOK 
ABOUT HALF 
Ww A YEAR, BUT 
PX I DEVELOPED 


: THAT 
EAS MOUNTAIN. 


HUMANS IN 8 
HIS POWER \k : 
. STRUGGLE 
| |WITH A RIVAL 
CLAN. WHAT 
Al WORLDLY 
FOX. 


IN CONTACT 
THE OTHER WITH THE 
IT FOXES May _ MAN WHO 
MIGHT sTARTTO DESTROYED 
BEHIS suspect THEIR RIVAL 
WAY OF  SOME- CLAN’S 
LOOKING THING. HOME, 
FO 
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AND 


AFTER THAT, 
THE OTONASHI 
GROUP FOCUSED = 
: LESS ON 
EXPANDING, Z 
INSTEAD STROVE 12 
TO KEEP ITS 
GOALS WITHIN 
EVEN REASONABLE 
BOUNDS. 





WE 
DOWN- 


© XE 
SZoNG 
TAK GS 
RASH 
Rw2ay 
bh Sy 
W ROY 
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BUSINESSES 
THAT HAD 
BEEN ON THE 
EXPANSION 
TRACK 
FELL LIKE 
DOMINOES, 


BUT SOON, 
THE ENTIRE 
COUNTRY 
FACED AN 
ECONOMIC 
DOWNTURN. 
PROVING 
THAT I WAS 
RIGHT TO 
STOP OUR 
EXPANSION 
WHEN I DID. 





IF WE HAD 
CONTINUED 
ON THE COURSE 
SUMI-SAN HAD SET, 
THE OTONASHI 
GROUP WOULD 
HAVE SUFFERED 
A CRIPPLING 





NY Y A 
30, ] ‘iin 
= i's ———, ‘ 


THEM THEY 
WERE ALL 
FREE TO LIVE 
THEIR OWN 
LIVES. 


yi AND MY 
jj YOUNGEST 
7 MADE IT INTO 
THE COMPANY’S 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
LEVELS, AND NOW 
HE’S OUR EXECL- 
TIVE DIRECTOR. I 
COULDN'T ASK 
FOR ANYTHING 
BETTER. 


BLOW. 


AND WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO YOUR fo 
THAT SHE WAS H 
NOLONGER | 
THERE TO 
CONTROL 
THEMP 


OLDEST LEFT 
THE FAMILY 
BUSINESS AND 
BECAME A 
CHEF. NOW HE 
RUNS HIS OWN 
RESTAURANT. 
MY DAUGHTER 
MARRIED HER 
BOYFRIEND. HE 
HAS HIS OWN 
SUCCESSFUL 
BUSINESS, AND 
THEY’RE HAPPILY 
MARRIED TO 
THIS DAY. 





IN OTHER 
WORDS, 
YOUR WIFE’S 
PASSING 
REALLY DID 
MAKE A 
| ! WONDERFUL 
ay Gn Sr “\ LIFE FOR ALL 
LIFE’S PATHA FR / 
PRISING %& aoe 
HOW WELL , f= VIOLATING 
THINGS \ THE TABOO 
HAVE er a) OF MURDER. 
GONE. e ON | 


MAY I 
ORDER A 
CHIFFON 

PLEASE, CAKE TO 


LETME {CELEBRATE 
TELL YOU P 


| 1 ALITTLE 
IT IS NOT f MORE. 
“WON- 
DERFUL.” 


IF EVEN ONE THING 
HAD HAPPENED TO 
MAKE PEOPLE WISH 
THAT SUMI-SAN 
ENR). Ai STILL ae 
Ne VE THEN I WOULDN’T 
ali rac Zs) HAVE A PROBLEM 
IT A REMINDER s LO\ WITH IT. 
WOULD 1O ME THAT Prong Ae = 
HAVE MURDER IS 
CON- NEVER THE 


VINCED ANSWER. 
ME THAT 


THAT 
EVERY 
CHOICE 
HAS ITS 
CONSE- 
QUENCES. 





THE TRUTH 
IS, SEVERAL 
MALIGNANT 
TUMORS HAVE 
SPREAD THROUGH- 
OUT MY BODY, AND 
THE DOCTORS 
HAVE GIVEN ME 
ONE YEAR TO 
LIVE. 


IN ABOUT 
HALF THAT TIME, 

I WILL START 
HAVING DIFFICULTY 
WALKING, T WILL 
SUFFER INTENSE 
PRIN, AND TI WILL 
MEET A CRUEL 
END. 


YOU KNOW 
THAT I’VE 
STEPPED 

DOWN FROM 
RUNNING THE 
COMPANY 
FOR HEALTH 


§ 
Wy : w 
- 


REASONS. 


I HAVEN’T 
TOLD MY 
FAMILY ANY OF 
THIS YET. I’D 
LIKE TO KEEP 
IT A SECRET 
FOR THE TIME 


BUT THAT 
ASIDE, I WAS 
ACTUALLY 
RELIEVED 
TO HEAR MY 
PROGNOSIS. 


FINALLY 
BEING 
PUNISHED 
FOR MY 
CRIME. 





I MAY 
NOT HAVE 


DONE 
THE DEED 
MYSELF, 


BUT I 
GAVE THE 
ORDER TO 
KILL MY WIFE 
IN COLD 
BLOOD. 





I 
DESERVE 
TO BE 
PUNISHED. 


ANYTHING 
ELSE 
WOULD GO 
AGAINST feed 
THE NATURAL fees 


PKU 
SIS 


I AGREE 
THAT IT 
DEFIES 


BUT WHAT 
DO YOU 
WANT ME 
TO DOP 


LIVES ARE 
ESSENTIALLY 
THE RESULT 
OF THEIR 
MOTHER’S 
IT’S DEATH. 
DANGER- 

OUS TO 
EXPERIENCE 
SUCCESS IN 

THIS WAY. 
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I COM- 
MITTED 
MURDER. 


REFUSED 
ANY TERMINAL 
CARE OR 
ASSISTED 
DEATH, AND 
I INTEND TO 
GIVE MYSELF 
FULLY TO 
THE PAIN. 













IF A TIME 



































COMES WHEN : 
THEY COULD sly 
I CAN'T Saal 
y SIMILARLY 
BECAUSE THE ONE \ possigie PNOTHER'S 
COATES i Wat Muber "DEAT 
CRIME WAS A WILL BE THE s 
FOX SPIRIT A : FIRST OPTION eA, 
| THIS THAT COMES | I y 
IS WHY I TO MIND. Be. 
1 THAT I MUST MAKE | if 
KILLED SUMI- IT VERY i | \ 















































SAN, AND IAM CLEAR TO {i 
SUFFERING A THEM... i | . 
ee PAINELIL DEATH "F 
AS PUNISH- 
MUST FIND SOME YES, IT WOULD athe 
TO WAY TO MAKE BE DIFFICULT 
ree, Magers ro Sowntt 
IMPOS- IAM THE ONE PEOPLE OF ! 
SIBLE WHO KILLED é 
CRIME THEIR 
MOTHER— Sey 
ACTUALLY SZ, 
Os- 7 NS 
SIBLE. I USED ~ 
‘ 5 THE HELP OF 
iS Al DEMON 
: FOX TO KILL 


IF 1T MEANS 
LYING TO 
THEM ABOUT 
HOW THE 
MURDER 
TOOK 
PLHCEP 







































































































































TELL THEM THE 
TRUTH—THAT I 
HAD HELP FROM 






A YSKO—BUT BECAUSE 
I DOUBT MY - OF THAT, I 
I CHILDREN _ | HAVE A ROCK- 
DON’T WOULD | | HARD ALIBI. 
THINK BELIEVE gieoress I COULDN’T 
CGE ME. ME POSSIBLY HAVE 
: aren COMMITTED 
THE CRIME. 


ANYONE, 
EITHER. 


I WANT 
TO REMOVE 
THOSE 
THORNS. 


w TO 
CONVINCE 
THEM OF MY 
GUILT, AND 
I ALREADY 
HAVE A ROLE 
FOR YOU. 


I HAVE 
COME UP 
WITH A 
DETAILED 
PLAN... 


CHILDREN | 


HAVE A 
RIGHT 
TO KNOW 
WHO 
KILLED 
THEIR 
MOTHER. 


STAYING 
IN THE 
DARK 

WOULD BE 
LIKE HAVING 
A THORN 
PERMANENT- 

LY STUCK 

IN THEIR 

HEARTS. 


SURE IT 
DOES 


DON’T THINK 
IT WOULD 
SOUND MORE 
LIKE A LIE TO 
TELL THEM I 
MADE A DEAL 
WITH A FOX? 


THAT’S 


THE CASE 
NEVER WAS 
SOLVED. 


I’M 


BOTHER 
THEM OCCR- 
SIONALLY. 


YES, WITH 
CHEESECAKE 


INTO THAT, 
SHALL WE 


ORDER 


MORE FOOD? 
IS IT CHIFFON 
CAKE THAT 
YOU WANTEDP 


¢ 
Nay, 
i ss ii 
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I CAN 
SEE WHY 
EVERYONE 
TALKS 
ABOUT 
YOU. 


I WISH I’D 

GOTTEN TO 
KNOW YOU 
SOONER. 


ri 


SS 
SAU 7 ———— 
ay JEU BR 


Al 




















THAT’S WHAT 
WE TALKED 
ABOUT TWO 

WEEKS AGO. 








TAKE 
THIS TO 
GIVE YOU 
SOME 
IT TASTES ENERGY. 
GREAT, 
AND THE 
GINGER 
IS GOOD 
FOR YOU. 





MAKES YOU 
THINK THIS 


Hi 
HT 


My 
Wy 


OBVIOUSLY 
YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
BE HELPING 
ME, KURGO- 
SENPAI! 


4) 
YOU TALKED 
TO HIM TWO 
WEEKS AGO, 
RIGHT? I 
THOUGHT YOU 
DIDN’T TELL ME 
UNTIL NOW 
BECAUSE YOU 
DID 





SO YOU 


TALKED TO 
THE FOX 
WHO MADE 
THIS DEAL 


DO FIRST. I DIDN’T 
WANT TO TALK 
TO YOU UNTIL I/D 
INVESTIGATED 
HIS CLAIMS AND 
DECIDED HOW 
TO HANDLE THE 
SITUATION. 
































RELEASE 
ME! OR I 
SHALL USE 
MY YOKAI 
POWERS 
TO BRING 
DISASTER 
UPON THIS 
LAND... 





BASED 
ON THE 
INFORMATION 
I HAD, THERE 
WAS ONLY ONE 
FOX IT COULD 
HAVE BEEN, SO 
I FOUND HIM 
RELATIVELY 
QUICKLY. 


CAUGHT THE 
SCOUNDREL 

YOU WERE 

LOOKING 


YOU 

ACCUSE ME, 
A PURE AND 
NOBLE YOKO, 
OF ASSISTING 

A LOWLY 
HUMAN? I’VE 
NEVER BEEN SO 

INSULTED! 





WE'RE 
LOSING 
ALL OUR 

INNOCENT — HABITABLE 

SPIRITS Ni WHAPY youusep IT! 

LOST "a A HUMAN i 


THE — \ ae | I If 
MOUNTAINS! | Ff || li Uitte 


THEIR TO DESTROY \ | 
HOMES reat 


(THAT'S 
ZY, UNFORGIV- 
ABLE! 


LO DG 
SSCA Gi@ EK 
Af £7 Hit 
Y Mi” 


ane 


CHAIRM, ei 
OFONASHI a ~ HOW CAN 
CONFESSED |: YOU BE So 
A YOUR 255 THAT I’M 
PROOF Mee THE GUILTY 
Fd a PARTY? 


AFTER ALL 
THESE YEARS, 
NOW HE 
BETRAYS 
MEPL 








BUT IF YOU 
STOP RESISTING 
AND ALLOW ME 
TO INTERROGATE 
YOU ABOUT SUMI 
OTONASHI’S MURDER, 
I CAN PUT INA 
WORD TO GET THEM 
TELL ME TO REDUCE YOUR 
THE WHOLE SENTENCE, 
TRUTH, 


WHO'D'VE 
THOUGHT 
IT’D BE THE 
HUMANS 
WHO 
EXPOSED 


YOU DON’T 
THINK IT WAS 
YOUR INFAMY 
IN CERTAIN 
SOCIAL 
CIRCLES THAT 
DEALT THE 
FATAL BLOwP 


\ 
yj \ p 
WG , U% [E2 


FOR THAT, yy) emma |“ 
THE CEO ier 
WOULDN’T = : 


HAVE GONE ax 
TO YOU AT Lue 
ALL. 


: CONSCIENCE. 


I'M SURE 
YOUR FELLOW 
YOKO WILL HAVE 
THEIR OWN WAY OF 
DEALING WITH YOU 
IN REGARDS TO 
THIS MATTER. 


IT’S 
REASONABLE 
TO ASSUME THAT 
YOU DON’T HAVE 
TO SPECIFICALLY 
TELL SOMEONE 
NOT TO TALK 
ABOUT A MURDER 

FUBUK| TO PREVENT THEM 
WAS ASLY FROM SPILLING 
FOX, BUT THE BEANS. 

IN THE END, 
HE GOT 
TRIPPED UP 
BY CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI’S 



























YES, I’M 


, SURE THOSE 
ANYWAY, I DID WHO ENVY MY 

RUN INTO SOME \ SWEET LOVELI- 
SURPRISES, \ cE NESS WOULD 
BUT I HEARD BE SPREADING 

THE OTHER SIDE wee BASELESS 
OF CHAIRMAN : ° 0° Bape RUMORS 
OTONASHI’S f3ecp8 | Fes ABOUT ME. 


WELL, IT’S 


EVEN IF THEY Be 


BRING REAL of 4 GOING TO 
MISFORTUNE TO i. wa) OND USE |f1 HAPPEN TO 
HUMANS, I DON’T wip ance Me 

NECESSARILY yt SOIT 


NEED TO JUMP ei DOESN'T 
INAND TAKE £ Mi | IMMEDIATELY 


GO AGAINST 
THE NATURAL 


ON THE 
OTHER 
HAND, 
EVEN IF 
PEOPLE 
REQUIRES DOHARM 
MY IMME- TO MON- 
DIATE AT- STERS, 
TENTION, 
EITHER. 


5 Z ae 
7” BND ON THE 
CLANS ARE 


IT WOULD BE 
DISPUTES HEAVY-HANDED 
AMONG ST TO JUDGE 
THEMSELVES, HUMENS BY ifs 
IT’S NOT MY | HES 
JOB TO MONSTERS’ Ne ts] | MONSTERS 
ARBITRATE ]|\ STANDARDS. AWW} | ABIDE BY 
HUMAN 





e IT IS 
| RIGHT AND 


4 OF COURSE, 
IF THEY DID 
BUT THEY COME TO ME 
TOOK FOR ADVICE, 
FUBUKI AND THEN I WOULD 
WEEE Bscut Soer os 
- T 
Sela Wal =JUDGMENT. f/f 


DECIDE 
HIS FATE, 
THANK 
YOU, 


Hi 


a J 


i 





: LET’‘S SAYA 
SPIRIT SHOWS UP 
AT A HOTEL AND 
IS BOTHERING 
THE GUESTS AND 
EMPLOYEES. THEY 
MAY NOT LIKE IT, 
BUT IT’S NOT 
AN IMMEDIATE 
VIOLATION OF 
THE ORDER. 


IF IT GOES 


THE MORTALS 
DECIDE TO 
TAKE ACTIONS 
AGAINST 
THE SUPER- 
NATURAL 
CREATURE, & 





4) 
SE 
Ss 














FORCE THE 
SPECTRES 
INTO A 
DIFFICULT Hi 
POSITION. / i y 
: ll f 
































BUT 
CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI 
HOW BENEFITED 
ARE YOU FROMA 
GOING  PARTNER- 
TO DEAL SHIP WITHA 
WITH SPECTRE. 


THAT? 


DID THAT 
DISRUPT 
THE ORDER 
ENOUGH 
FOR YOU 
TO HAVE TO 
FIX ITP 


STOP THINGS 
BEFORE THEY GET 
OUT OF HAND, IN 
A MANNER THAT : 
SATISFIES BOTH A 
PARTIES. NE 























GET IT FOR 

ME WITHOUT 

USING YOUR 
POWERS. 


ES i e 
EN TURNED UPSIDE-DOWN, 
THE OPAQUE LIQUID'IN THESE |} 
MYSTERIOUS PENS WILL ‘FALL 
AWAY TO REVEAL A HIDDEN 
IMAGE UNDER THE SWIMSUITS 
OF THE WOMEN PICTURED. 


CAN'T EVEN 
COMPARE! 








SO 
GETTING 
A YOSKAI’S 
HELP TO 
BENEFIT YOUR 
BUSINESS, OR 
TO START A 
RELATIONSHIP 
WITH YOUR 
BELOVED... 





MINOR USING your 
THINGS POWERS TO 
LI GET THAT 
THAT ARE PRIZE FROM 
ACTUALLY THE CLAW 

JUST MACHINE... 
HEART- 


J 
THEY’RE 
JUST 
BALLPOINT 
PENS. YOU 
CAN BUY 
THEM AT THE 
CORNER 


THESE ARE 
MYSTICAL 
PENS—THE 
SWIMSUIT 
DISAPPEARS 
WHEN YOU 
TURN THEM 










ANY- 























| WAY... 
ww I/M WHEN IT’S AL 
GUESSING | AERA A MURDER, AND 
YOU CAN'T CALL “\ ONE THAT WAS 


THAT “NO BIG PREMEDITATED 
BY AN 



















DEAL” AND > : —— 
oS UEE INFLUENTIAL 
peer MEMBER OF 


SOCIETY... 

















Y 
HE ADMITS 



































THAT HE 
COMMITTED AT 
A CRIME, AND THIS POINT, pV he Yd crak 
NOW HE’S CHAIRMAN AN OAZ La 
TRYING TO OTONASHI tw 4 

WARN HIS HASN’T TOLD ne ce 
CHILDREN ANYONE BUT ME 27, ? 


ABOUT THIS. , Aa 









AND GET 
THE MESSAGE 
THAT THEY 
CAN TURN TO 
SUPERNATURAL 
SOURCES WHEN 
THEY’RE IN 
TROUBLE, AND 
THAT EVERY- 
THING WILL 
WORK OUT 





















































































































iI NEED TO 
PREVENT ANY ——_ 
POSSIBILITY THAT \ /” ss 
AND ON HIS CHILDREN 
N THE SPECTRES’ WOULD COME 
SIDE OF THINGS, AWAY WITH THAT i ( 
: IT WOULD BE IMPRESSION he ss : 
. WRONG TO AND START \ ' 
ALLOW THEMTO TURNING TO 
, ACTIVELY SEEK OTHERWORLDLY 
NA) UT HU POWERS FOR Ue : 
7 ) TO USE THEM HELP. | Coa 


=2\ FOR THEIR OWN 
2\\ ADVANTAGE. 
~ 
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See 
Re eeee==== 
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ISN 
| —_ 


queneees 














THAT IS 
WHAT THE 
THAT IS YSKO ARE 
WHAT IT PUNISHING 
MEANS TO |\ FUBUKI 
KEEP THE FOR, 
AFTER 



















BUT ISN'T ALL. 


CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI 
PAYING 
THE PRICE 
ALREADY? 
HE DOESN’T 
HAVE MUCH 
LONGER TO 













INVOLVED 
SHOULD BE 






IT WOULD 
BE A PRICE 
IF HE HAD 

AT THAT FALLEN ILL 
AGE, IT’S) =WHEN HE WAS 
POSSIBLE YOUNGER, 

THAT SOME- BUT THE 
THING OTHER MANIS 81. 
THAN CANCER 
WILL COME 
ALONG AND 
PUT HIM OUT 
OF HIS 
MISERY. 
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I’M GOING 
TO NEED TO 
LAY SOME 
GROUND- 
























AND THE 
FACT THAT 
MR. CHAIR- 
MAN CAME 


lS TO ME TO 
ANOTHER CORRECT 
RISKY MOVE HIS PAST 
WHEN IT | MISTAKES 
COMES TO " 
THE NATURAL /, 








AND 
THE CEO 


WOULD PASS 
ON THINKING 
HE MAY HAVE 
BEEN RIGHT 
ALL ALONG. 











HIS 
ASSOCIATES 
MIGHT SEE 
THAT AND THINK 
THAT HE MADE 
THE CORRECT 
CHOICE AFTER 
ALL. 


BELIEVE IT 
OR NOT, I 
AM GOING 
EASY ON 
THEM THIS 
























































IT’S A SIGN 

THAT, SOMEWHERE 

IN HIS MIND, CHAIR- 
MAN OTONASHI 














NO SELF- 


THINKS IT’S RIGHT RESPECTING 
THAT EXIST OUTSIDE i NORM 
OF NORMAL REASON Nae Ne re 
WHEN HE NEEDS WORLD WOULD 
WED EVER TRUST ME 
THIS MUCH. 





THAT MEARNS 
THAT HE HIMSELF 
IS HELD CAPTIVE 

BY THE PAST 

SUCCESS THAT HE 
PERSONALLY WON 

THROUGH UNERRTH- 

LY ASSISTANCE. 















ERGO, 
IN THIS 
INSTANCE, IT 
IS NECESSARY 

TO STEP IN 
AND FULFILL 
MY ROLE. 

















THE PLAN, 
SPECIFI- 





















IT 
| SOUNDED 

LIKE HE 
HAD AN 







SAYING NO ONE 
WOULD HAVE 
ANYTHING TO DO 


WITH YOU UNLESS 
THEY HAD A LOT 
OF TRUST IN THE 
SUPERNATURAL. 





IAM 
TO INVENT 
A FALSE 
- SOLUTION 
THAT SETS 
LEAST, I sim UP AS THE 
THOUGHT KILLER AND 








THAT’S ALL 
iowa, PRESEN 
BUT IT'S CHILDREN. 
NOT THAT 
SIMPLE. 



























BRINGING 
IN A COMPLETE 
STRANGER TO 

FORCE THEM TO 

ACCEPT THAT I AM 

60. A MURDERER STILL 
I WILL WON’T MAKE 

MAKE THEM THEM BELIEVE IT 

THINK up ——«~DEEP DOWN. 

















THEM TO 

ONCE SUSPECT 
THAT SEED IS = ME IN THE 
PLANTED, ALL PROCESS. 















THEY'LL NEED 
IS A PLAUSIBLE THEIR OWN 
THEORY, AND EXPLANA- 
THEY'LL BE TIONS... 
CONVINCED. 















| ANDWwITH | 
| THAT IN MIND, | 
HE CALLED 
HIS CHIL- 







“I KILLED 


— LES] atte, MENT 






SUMI-SAN 23 
YEARS AGO. 







ATE 


ASSIGNED 
THEM TO 
DO JUST 







at es 
rat 


nh) 























WHOEVER 
ACCOMPLISHES 
THE ASSIGNMENT 

BEST WILL BE 
at  sS GIVEN PRIORITY 

JOB ISTO Ve WHEN SPLITTING 

JUDGE THE \ THEIR FATHER’S 





























AND THEORIES, 
RANK THEM 











of es EY . INHERITANCE. 




































































































































I SUSPECT 
CHAIRMAN 
OTONASHI 
HOPES THIS 
ASSIGNMENT 
HE WANTS: “Gur oe” 
THEM TO SEE IT rpc 
THROUGH THAT MURDER. 
FILTER, AND TO 
START QUESTION- 
ING EVERYTHING. 
THEN THEY'LL BE IN 
Fl FRAME OF MIND 
THAT MAKES IT 
EASIER FOR THEM 
TO BELIEVE THAT 
THEIR FATHER |S 
\. A MURDERER, 


YOU 
J) CAN MAKE 
\ AND I’M | : SOME 

| SURESOME |. ENEMIES 
OF THEM WILL | - JUDGING 
SIC PRIVATE THAT KIND 
INVESTIGA- /, YOU DON’T OF A COM- 

IV) ~~ THINK SOME. PETITION. 


OF THEM WILL 
‘ TRY TO COZY 
WON’T ONLY UP TO YOU AND 
BE THE JUDGE. | GET YOU TO 
HE ALSO ww ae RULE IN THEIR 
EXPECTS ME FAVOR? 
AND HELP TO OFFER : 
THEM COME ADVICE, 
UP WITH 
THE MOST 
APPROPRI- 
ATE EXPLA- 
NATIONS. 





ACCURATE 
CONCLUSIONS 
NOTHING. THE 

TRUTH IS HE 

GOT A FOX 

SPIRIT TO KILL 
4 HER, RIGHT? 





| (NATION. 


HE TOLD 
ME TO MAKE 
SURE THEIR 
THEORIES HAD 
NO OBVIOUS 
AND THE CONTRADIC- 
PURPOSE TIONSOR 
OF THATIS MISTAKES. 














7 CEO THINKS 
HE SAYS | HIGHLY OF HIS 
HE HAS AN 1 Q via CHILDREN’S 








IT WON'T J WX y TALENTS, BUT 
: v, 


BE EASY 
TO COME UP 
WITH A WAY 
TO EXPLAIN 

HOW THEIR 














EF 
a ae ae 0 


aii 


WE COULD 
MOST LIKELY, 
apa T’LL NEED TO 


PULL IT OFF IF I 
PREPARE AN 
USE MY KUDAN ACCURATE 


pieces FALSE SOLLITION 
FLITURE WHERE IT’S BEFOREHAND 
JUST AND GUIDE 


HIS CHILDREN 
DECIDE HE’S eae THEM TO IT. 


BUT WE/LL A B. THE KILLER. 
NEED A 

SOLUTION 
BELIEVABLE 
ENOUGH TO 

GET THAT } 

FUTURE IN 

MY REACH. 













THAT PLAN, 
COULDN’T 
HE JUST BE 
THE JUDGE 
HIMSELF? 


SOHEIS ¥7 
PLANNING \j 














WOULDN’T 
HAVING AN 
OUTSIDER THERE 
MAKE IT HARDER 
TO BRAIN- 
STORM ABOUT 
A RELATIVE 
BEING A 
MURDERER? 












I ASKED 
HIM THE 
SAME 
QUESTION, 
BUT... 





WITH AN 
OUTSIDER PRESENT, 
MY CHILDREN WILL BE 
FORCED TO BELIEVE 
THAT THIS ISN'T 
JUST SOME JOKE, 


AND SINCE 
YOU BELIEVE IN 
SPECTRES, YOU 
BELIEVE THAT I 


KNOWING A 
THIRD party «RULED SUM 


THINKS I’M GUILTY 
WILL STRENGTHEN 
THE IDEA IN THEIR 
MINDS THAT 
WHAT I CLAIM IS 
ACTUALLY TRUE. 


AEE LOS 
soOGges 

Bio aoate 
Powe 














DETERMINED 
TO USE ME 
FOR HIS 
OWN GAIN. 









































WNSS 
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BUT WE 
WON'T HEAR 
MEANTIME, A nl Tae eos: 
THE REPRESEN- \._ A'S INN UNTIL 
TATIVES ANDI \2 1// LO’ NOON THE 
WILL DEBATE, ; ~ 4 = FOLLOWING 
EXCHANGE | re S = SUNDAY. 
INFORMATION, yj = 
AND REVISE 
THEIR 
ANSWERS. 


YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
BE THERE, 

TOO, K UR ro) = 

SENPAI. 


LL Ni 
gust CHOICE. fie 











ARE YOU = 
TRYING TO WWE 
SEND ME en 
INTO THAT 
HORRIBLE 
GATHERING 
BY MYSELFP 


I TA 
8 ’ 
TPO HH MA 
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CHILDREN’S 
REPRESENTR- 
TIVES ARE TO 

GATHER AT THE 
HOTEL AT NOON 
ON SEPTEMBER 
3 TO PRESENT 
THEIR 
SOLUTIONS. 


I THINK 

I HAVE 
WORK THIS 
WEEKEND. ( 





y WHAT! YOU 
MEAN TO TELL 
ME YOU DON’T 
UNDERSTAND 
ITS RAUNCHY AWN 
CHARM?! 


A’ 


I DO FEEL 
BAD FOR 
AIS DRAGGING 
~~. YOU INTO 
BELIEVE IT NN 
ITHAS A ( Ze 


PAISLEY 


“\ JUST SEE FOR 


YOURSELF. 


WHICH IS WHY 
I WORE SEXY 
UNDERWEAR 
TODAY, JUST 
FOR YOU. 




















NO MATTER 
WHAT IT IS. 



















I’LL BE 
THERE ON 
SATURDAY. 











BUT I THINK 
DEALING WITH 
THESE MORTALS 
IS GOING TO BE 
MORE EXHAUSTING 
THAN ANY YSKAI 
OR MONSTER 
PROBLEM YOUVE 
HAD TO SOLVE. 
















THIS CEO 

; O SURE 

migiatl ie THAT HE CAN 
TRUST ME 


BOTHERS 
ME... 
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STER: PIGZILLA 


BUT THIS.‘ 
PLACE WILL 
BE CLOSED 
JUST AFTER THE 
~ MOVIE! 


— SEPTEMBER 3 (SATURDAY — 
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PRESENT 


LOGICAL 
EXPLANATIONS 


. 
2 
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ar 
ele 
=> 
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AS TO HOW I 
KILLED SUMI 
OTONASHI- 


























-[ WHOEVER 
| ~[ PROVIDES THE 
KOTOKO | BEST ANSWER 
IWANAGP- ae WILL BE GIVEN 
SAN HAS EIN PRIORITY WHEN 
JOINED US ~ AX He: I DIVIDE MY 
TO EVALUATE F (RSs QhegZ FORTUNE FOR 
YOUR BE SON 8) YOUR INHERI- 
THEORIES. \ WEY 








THEN, YOU 
MAY SUBMIT | 
AS MANY : 
EXPLANATIONS | 


SAN AS 
MAY ALSO 
ALTER AND YOU LIKE. 
REVISE YOUR 
ANSWERS. 









ial 


as T WILL RETURN 

; (| TOMORROW AT 

7 Gigs -»\ | ~NOONTO HEAR 
Saw YOUR FINAL 
ANSWERS. 
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APPARENTLY 
HE JUST CAN’T 
WAIT TO BE 
BRANDED A 
KILLER. 


I HAVE CAN'T 
NO DOUBT COMPLAIN 
THAT EACH ABOUT THE 
OF YOU IS CHOICE OF 
THE RIGHT REPRESEN- 
PERSON TO. TATIVES. 
JOIN US IN 
GUESSING 

AT THE 





HE CALLS 
ALL THESE 
PEOPLE INTO 
ONE PLACE 
TO FIGHT 
OVER THE 
INHERI- 
TANCE. 


IT’S LIKE 
HE’S INTEN- 
TIONALLY 
SETTING THE 
STAGE FOR 
Al MURDER. 


















































KOTOKO- 
SAN WILL 
SHE WILL Veeeuire ; 
HEAR YOUR BASED ON 
THEORIES AND your FINAL 
QUESTIONS, ANSWERS 
AND SUPPLY TOMORROW. 
CRITIQUE AND 
ADVICE AS 
REQUIRED. 


MEANTIME, 


> 


wae 
a 


NORMALLY, 

I WOULD HAVE 
PREFERRED EACH 
OF MY HEIRS 
TO COME UP 
WITH THEIR OWN 
ANSWERS FOR THIS 
ASSIGNMENT. 
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Si 
Ce 
I> 
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nK 
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EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR 
OF THE 
OTONASHI 














KO’S 
YA 


HUSBAND, 
KS 

FUJINUMA- 
KUN. 


THE 
PRESIDENT 
OF HIS OWN 


KRAORU- 


USED CAR 
COMPANY. 


i; i 


YA FUJINUMA 


KO 
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RYSMA HAS 
NEVER CARED 
ABOUT ANYTHING 
MORE THAN 
COOKING. HE 
WOULD NEVER 
LEAVE HIS 
RESTAURANT 
FOR THIS. 


RION’S 
GRAND- 
MOTHER WAS 
MURDERED 
BEFORE SHE 
WAS BORN. 


THIS WILL 
GIVE HER A NEW 
PERSPECTIVE, 
WHICH SHE CAN 
SHARE WITH ALL 
OF YOU, AS SHE 
WILL SEE THE CASE 
WITHOUT ANY PRE- 
CONCEPTIONS. 





I CAME 
HERE 
BECAUSE, 
DESPITE 
ALL MY 


QUESTIONS, 
YOU NEVER 
GAVE ME A 
STRAIGHT 

ANSWER. 





RION, 
DAUGHTER OF 
MY OLDEST, 
RYSOMA, AND 
MY GRAND- 
DAUGHTER. 


S| OTONASHI (2D 









AND 
THESE ARE 
OUR THREE 
CONTEND- 
ERS. 













I SIMPLY 
WANT TO 
TEACH YOU 
THE TRUTH 
ABOUT WHO 
KILLED YOUR 
MOTHER, 


AND 
SHOW YOU 
THAT WE MUST 
ALWAYS FACE 
PUNISHMENT 
FOR OUR 
CRIMES. 


WILL KNOW 
EXACTLY 
WHAT THE 

POINT 
IS ONCE 
YOU HAVE 
ARRIVED AT 
THE TRUTH. 


KOTOKO- 
SAN IS 
THE ONE 
PERSON 
MOST 
QUALIFIED 
TO EVALU- 
ATE THE 
TRUTH. 


> 


f 
ox 
wy 


EXACTLY 
WHAT I 
TOLD YOU. 


EVEN IF YOU 
DID, WHAT’S 
THE POINT IN 
CONDEMNING 
YOU FOR IT 
NOW? 


THEN WHY DID 
YOU CHOOSE 
THIS YOUNG 
LADY TO JUDGE 
THE ASSIGN- 


aN 


j 
i 


= yf 
Dre. y/ 
le 
Uy 


i, 
- YOU COULDN'T 
HAVE FOUND 
SOMEONE MORE 
LUINRELATED TO THE 
FAMILY. IF YOU DID 
KILL OUR MOTHER, 
THAT’S ALL THE 
MORE REASON SHE 


SHOULDN'T BE HERE. 











I HAVEN’T 
INTRO- 
DUCED 
MYSELF. 


I AM 
KOTOKO 
IWANAGA. 


THE MAN 
STANDING 
BEHIND ME 

IS KURS 

MY RIGHT SAKURA- 
EYE IS GLASS GAWA. 
AND MY LEFT LEG 
IS PROSTHETIC, 
SO I OBTAINED 

PERMISSION FOR 
HIM TO ACCOMPANY 

ME ON THE OFF- 
CHANCE THAT I 
WOULD NEED 
ASSISTANCE. 

















NEITHER 
I NOR 
LEAVE HERE \|—- SAKURAGAWA 
TOMORROW, I | | WILL DISCLOSE 
ASSURE YOU WE | | = ANYTHING 
WILL FORGET L—\ WESEEOR 
THE ENTIRE £%} HEAR IN THIS 
AFFAIR. 

















MAY DISCUSS 
THE MATTER 
AND PRESENT 
YOUR ANSWERS 
TO ME WITH 
NO FEAR FOR 
YOUR FAMILY’S 
REPUTATION. 











EVALUATE 
ALL OF YOUR 
THEORIES 


FAIRLY, ALWAYS | 


WITH A MIND 
TO MAINTAIN 
TRUTH AND 
ORDER. 


HONOR 
CHAIRMAN 
OTON- 
ASHI’S 
WISHES... 


AND THERE 
YOU HAVE 
IT. IT LOOK 
FORWARD TO 
HEARING YOUR 
ANSWERS 
TOMORROW. 





I KILLED 
SUMI-SAN 
23 YEARS 

HGO. 





EXPLAIN 
HOW I 
DID 7. 











TO BE CONTINUED IN VOLUME 11 





Sam Spade is Spade, Lew Archer is Archer, and Philip Marlowe is 
Marlowe. Those are some famous examples, but of course l’m sure 
there are many examples that don’t follow that rule. Even so, whenever 
someone goes by their last name, l always feel like they’re “mature and 
edgy” —like they’re hardboiled. 


That is why l refer to the tough, unyielding Kotoko lwanaga-san as 
“Lwanaga.” But that’s no reason everybody should have to do it, so 
please call her whatever the occasion demands. The famous female 
private detective Cordelia Gray goes by Cordelia, after all. But in a 
sense, maybe Cordelia is sweeter and lovelier than lwanaga? 


The Sleeping Murder arc should finish at the end of the next volume. 
Once again, the puzzle is based on a bizarre premise, but that won’t 
change lwanaga’s actions. And that is exactly what will lead to a tangle 
of ambitions. 


Well, | hope you will read the next volume. 
Kyo Shirodaira 


lam the author, Kyo Shirodaira, and this is volume 10. We’ve 
finally made it to the double digits. In this volume, we’ve 
returned to the overarching plot, where Rikka Sakuragawa 
lurks in the shadows, pulling the strings. But unlike last 
time, this won't be a single ongoing case—rather, l think 
the story will unfold in a different way, until it all comes 
together. Everything will be connected piece by piece. 
..Or not. 


Now, let us speak of the detective—the main character of 
this series, “Kotoko lwanaga.” | generally refer to her as 
lwanaga. The narrative text of the novel always calls her 
lwanaga, and Kuro calls her lwanaga, too. 


On the other hand, it seems that many of the people | know, 
as well aS many readers, Call her Kotoko. She is almost 
never referred to as Kotoko in the story, and l don’t think 
the name shows up very often at all, but l get the feeling 
that most people call her Kotoko or Kotoko-chan. l don’t 
think she’s cute enough (as a person) to earn the moniker 
of -chan, but maybe it happens anyway because of the 
Strong impression left by the visuals in the manga. Even 
though she’s already old enough to legally drink alcohol. 


Of course you’re welcome to call her whatever you want, 
and l’m not so stubborn that | would insist on calling her 
lwanaga if l’m talking or writing to someone who Calls her 
Kotoko, but in the series, the name “lwanaga” is given 
priority. 


There are a few different reasons for this, but one of 
them is that when l’m writing a story from a detective’s 
perspective, (’'m usually focused on making it hardboiled. 
And | have this personal idea that a hardboiled main 
character always goes by their surname. 
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